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N are LG words fs our "Fiſh and gleeifed Re. 
| deemer ; by the medium of which, he announceth 
a truth of infinite i importance to the human race: and were 
this truth underſtood and reliſhed by thoſe who hear it in | 
every ſucceeding age, their hearts would leap within them 
for joy. The various afflictions incident to them in this 
embodied eſtate, inſtead of exhauſting the ſources of this 
Joy, would, by the grace of the Holy Ghoſt, make theſe | 
ſources ta overflow. But the mournful complaint of the 
faithful ſervants of God in every age, Who hath believed 
©* our report, and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been. 
* revealed a,” proves to a demonſtration, that few compara- 
tively have belies the record which God hath given of his 
Son. We are not however, on this account, to be diſcous 
| raged in preaching the everlaſting goſpel. The words of the 
text clearly ſhew the divine origin of this inſtitution; and re- 
preſent our redeeming Lord, as deeply intereſted in a cauſe, 
| which ſerves to give the higheſt poſſible oy of the divine 
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be. in the Catvation 2 loft mes." | w. are ſors the: dea 
ſhall obtain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus with eter- 
nal glory, while the reſt ate blinded by fin, by Satan, and 
' their own deeply rooted prejudices.” And who can tell the 
countleſs multitudes of elect ſinners yet unborn ? Have we 
not clear decided evidence from divine revelation, that the 
period is approaching apace, t when the earth ſhall be full 
4 of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
« channel of the ſea b.“ Let us by our prayers, and by our 
bold, judicious, and ſpirited exertions, labour, by the Holy | 
. to haften the arrival wr Tape omg 1 


15 be kertber \ fects ite tube, we e propoſe, i in 
n humble dependance upon divine grace, e, 
| Firſt, To conſider the commiſſion which the Lord Chriſt 


gives to his ſervaits, in ing up e . 66: Bo ye, preach - 


. © Sttondly, To v ie the ett of this cb: cc Preach 
| « the gofper” in all the woHν,—ep each it to every creature. 

Aud 4, To point out the inferences deducible from | 
"tis iipotiaiat "ip ego 5 r 20 
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we begin with directin ng your attention to the nature of 
chat commiflion, which our riſen and glorified Redeemer 
gives to his ſervants i in the holy miniſtry, « Go ye, preach 
ei the goſpel.” . Never \ was there 2 more honourable, or: 
more important ſervice deſtined for any of the human race. 
What a mark 'ﬆ high honour and' diſtinction i is it, to be fert 
Y God ; and how infinitely important the deſign on which | 
_ rilitliſters are ſent, to be happily inſtrumental in ſaving im. 

Fi mortal ſouls ! Both theſe conſiderations ſerve to ſhew, that 
they ſhould labour, by divine grace, to be well acquainted 
with the tenor of cheir commiſſion. A failure or deficienc) 
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pe? reflect high Abet upon God, and may finally 75 
prove fatal to the ſouls of men. We mult therefore, in the - 
illuſtration of this branch of the ſubject, begin with an at- 
| tempt to aſcertain the nature of the goſpel. To pave the 
way for the diſcuſſion of this important point, it is neceſſary 
to {et out with remarking, that Adam, who was by divine 

conſtitution the federal head or repreſentative of all his poſ- | 
terity, being, by the influence of Satan, ſeduced from his al- 
legiance to the great Creator, every one, lineally deſcending 


from him by ordinary generation, is actually involved in 


the guilt of his firſt fin, and conſequently liable to all the 
tremendous effects of his ungrateful apoſtacy. This is the 
fundamental principle on which divine revelation proceeds; 
and therefore, the ſecret or open diſavowal of it, muſt have a 
| direct tendency to lead men into the gloomy regions of infide- 
lity. For this reaſon, we find Paul, guided by the ſpirit of in- 
ſpiration, recurring ſo frequently to this radical principle, 
when his great object appears to be, to give a peculiar luſtre 
to the grace of God in our redemption, His reaſoning in 
the third chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans, from the 
ninth to the twenty-ſeventh verſe, and in the fifth chapter 
of that epiſtle, from the twelfth to the twenty-firſt verſe, 
- plainly points out human apoſtacy, as illuſtrating the free- 
neſs and ſovereignty of divine grace. The ſame obſervation 
is perfectly applicable to what he ſays, in his epiſtle to 
the Epheſians, ſecond chapter from the firſt to the ninth , 
verſe ; and in his epiſtle to Titus, third chapter, from the 
third to the eighth verſe. Theſe paſſages deſerve to be per- 
uſed. with the greateſt. chte, and deeply pondered in, the 
mind, as they confirm our general remark, and place it in 
a very ſtrong and ſtriking light. The viſible ſtate of the 
world in every age completely juſtifies all that is ſaid in ſa- 
cred writ, concerning the general prevalence of ſin, and the 


ſubjeQtion of men, both to its condemning and enſlaving 
power 


F- ready every moment to be overwhelmed.. And: if the i impor- 
tant queſtion be put, How. ſhall they emerge? The anſwer is 


— 


dom and ſovereign grace. It is this interpoſition, which 
| forms the principal theme of the inſpired writers, and i is every 
8 where ſo much ele ned wy Offs They unite in | giving. 


b wh was eſtabliſhed by the ee + Jabra in x the councils 


. ſulting the dictates of revelation, we find evident traces of 
this everlaſting conſtitution of grace. To it, the following ! 
paſſages, without offering any violence to them, ſeem evi- 


1 wiſdom of men, in this view, is but folly, and their perſonal 
| ſtrength but weakneſs ;, nay, the combined _ endeavours | 
which the moſt elevated creatures, in the ſcale of exiſtence 

1 4 could employ for this purpoſe, muſt be equally inſuffici. 
1 ent. The redemption © of the ſoul was ſo precious, that 3 
it muſt have ceaſed for ever, had not God himſelf 


may perhaps excite ridicule with the infidel and the profane; ; 
and they may decide very dogmatically, that the ſentiment 
can only have place i in a weak mind, deeply tinctured with 
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; | ne. 3 e Gtaation, they. might juſtly 


he compared | to perſong ſinking in the deep waters, and : 


ſuch as muſt be very humiliating to human pride, and tend to 
lay proſtrate every idea, of ſelf-importance. For the perſonal 


interpoſed. by an aſtoniſhing diſplay. of unſearchable wiſe 


1 


of eter nity, reſpecting the redemption of loſt ſinners of the 
human race, — The very mention of this eonſticution 


enthuſiaſm. But that man muſt. have yery little religion, or 
a criminal degree of complaiſance, who is diſpoſed to part 
with. it, becauſe of the ſneers of the infidel. The wiſdom 
of this world is the very perfection af folly with God. Con- 


dently to refer. In the prophecies of Iſaiah, the inſpired 
writer is introduced as addreſſing God, eyen the Father, i in 
words to this effect, 68 when 1 5 O. Father, 60 * ſhalt make 


hg 4 his 


4 | 0 7 5 
hs bol 


at'is ** human nature of thy Son, «an . 


r ing for fin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, he ſhall prolong bis days, 3 
c and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand: he 

4 ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied . 
To this ſcheme of mercy, projected by the boundleſs wil 5 
dom and love of the Father, the Son is repreſented as acced- 
ing with infinite delight. Let us hear the genuine ſentiments 
of his heart, expreſſed with inimitable energy and elegance: - 
0. Then faid I, lo! I come: 1 CEMENT to do thy will; yea thy 
law, to be fulfilled by me in the room of my people, 
is within my heart ©,” We acknowledge the Apoſtle, 


applies theſe words to the incarnation of the Son of 
God, in the tenth Chapter of his epiſtle to the He- 


brews! 3 but as Jeſus was the true God, he was unchange- 
able, not only in the perfections of his nature, but alſo 
in the purpoſes of his love; and conſequently, he did £ 
nothing in time, but what he had firmly reſolved upon 


from all eternity. This acceſſion to the ſcheme of 1 mercy by 


God the Son, under the character of the head of that World 
he was to redeem, and the infinite j Joy he expreſſed i in the verx 


proſpect of carrying it into effect, is ſtill 1 more clearly ſtated 


by the Holy Ghoſt in the book of Proverbs. The words are 
very remarkable: © I was,” ſays the Son of God, « ſet up 
« from everlaſting, from the beginning, or Ever the earth 
« was. Then I was by him, as one brought up with him; 

„and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before hows ; 
« rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my de- 
© lights were with the- ſons of men f.“ To this eternal 
tranſaction, reſpecting the redemption of loſt men, our Lord 


evidently refers in his interceſſory prayer, « have manifeſt- | 


ie ed thy name unto the men whom thou gaveſt me out of 


e the world; thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me 85,” 


Hence the redeemed «are 4eſcribed as having the hope of 


ia. li. 10. e pfalm xl. 7. 2. . Pror. viti. 23, 30, 3t g John xvii 6. 
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*. eternal life, which God, that t cannot lie, promiſed. als 


| « the world began.” Tg. whom could; this promiſe be made ? 


not ſurely t to the elect in their on perſons; -for they had no 
a, ex iſtence before the : foundations, of the world. It muſt 
therefore have. been made to Jeſus Chriſt *, as tlie glorious and 
ning head of bis people. For this 3 the ſame Apoſtle 
tells us elſewhere; © that grace was Gu: ho. ele flares in 
« Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began s 
And that the Holy Spirit was deeply e in hs | 
eternal tranſaCtion, 3 38 evident from that important declaration. . 
emitted by the eternal Father, As for me, this is my cove- 
d nant with them, Caith the Lord; m my ſpirit that is upon 
ec thee, „ tay Son as the head of the church, <« and my 
« words. which 1 have put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart out 
« of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed,” thy ſpi- 
ritual ſeed, © nor out of the mouth of th ee faith the 
6 Lord, from henceforth and for N 
Now, to apply this to the purpoſe of elacating PIP point 
ihe us; the goſpel, ſpeaking with accuracy and preciſion, 
is nothing but the knowledge of this everlaſting conſtitution | 
1 grace "communicated to ſinners of mankind. Both the 
2 of the original word, which ſignifies; good news, 
or glad tidings, and the nature of the thing, confirm the 
truth of this remark.” But how was this communication to 
be made? Not by the republication of the law of nature; 
for that law, even when it was written by the hand of God 
himſelf upon the heart of innogent Adam, could only de- 
ſcribe the line of duty which a holy creature could purſue, 
in order to his attaining true happineſs. It knew nothing of 
the method of Na Reba a ſinner from a ſtate, of guilt and 
condemnation. Therefore, to revelation alone. are we in- 
Lebted for the knowledge of this aftoni/ding myſtery of love, 
which had been hid in God from everlaſting ages. And in- 
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| Wed acknowledged facts correſpond with this e > 
Do we not learn from the third * chapter of Geneſis, 
that the Golpel was firſt preached to Adam and Eve, 
| while loaded with guilt, and trembling under the ap- 
Prehenfon of 1 its awful conſequences, in theſe ever me- 


morable words, „And I wilt put enmity between thee 
„and the e and between thy ſeed and her feed} it 
| 4 ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel.“ It 
hath been conceived, by learned and judicious di vines, that the 
illuſtrious Preacher on this occaſion was God the Son, who 
was in the fulneſs of time to unite to himſelf the inferior na- 
ture of man; and by ſatisfying the higheſt demands of law 
and Juſtice i in the room of his people, was to ſubvert the em- 
pire of Satan, and erect one to himſelf upon its ruins. The 
words he uſed were indeed few; but upon a thorough inveſti- 
gation of their meaning, they will be found to expreſs the 
ſubſtance of all that was afterwards more clearly unfolded 
reſpecting the redemption of loſt men. If this be denied, it 
will certainly follow, that the radical remedy provided by 
the boundleſs Sovereignty of God, and now begun to be applied, 
was not adequate to the removal of the evil, natural and moral, 
which actually exiſted. But an inſinuation of this kind is to- 
tally inadmiſſible, becauſe it reflects on the unſearchable wiſ- 
dom, the Almighty power, and the infinite mercy of God. 
Here then we are led to a juſt view of the goſpel. The evils 
Which now prevailed in the world were fin and death; and the 
goſpel, as diſplayed in the firſt promiſe, exhibited pardon and 
eternal life to guilty creatures, through faith in the great Me- 
diator. This, in our apptehenſion, i is a juſt view of the goſ- 
pel preached at that time, and correſponds exactly with the 
original meaning of the word, as already marked. Could 
better or more interefting news be brought to the e 
criminal, than plenary and everlaſting remiſſion of fin? Ani | 
to ſecure folid and ſatisfying felicity, could he acfire more 


a Geneſis iii. 15, 


5 than 


chan a  re-admilſion to the Arie a and a e to 
| the divine image, with the partial enjoyment of both theſe 
= biecings in a preſent world, and the perfect; and progreſſive - 
>: enjoyment of them in the heavenly world throughout eternity, ? 
. Nay, the, wonderful medium by which theſe bleſſings are com- 
9 municated, the ſi 2 Hering and death of . Immanuel, enhances | 
-  - their value, and gives them a richneſs and a ſweetneſs in the 
eſtimation of. the happy polefſor,. of which, upon any other 


ſcheme, Were anotr ther. ſcheme. 1 97 would be com- 5 


pletely deprived. TR 
lere then we are to pa 28 upon an ee and un⸗ 
ee ta rock, by admitting that an epitome of the pure un- 
aaulterated goſpel, was delivered to Adam and Eve, in the 
pPromiſe to which we haye already referred. We confeſs that 
much additional light was thrown on this promiſe by the ſyſ- 
| tem, of ſacrificature, and the poſterior | declarations of grace 
made. to. the ancient church. And in proportion as new dif- 
coveries of the plan of mercy. were imparted, the grateful ac- 
knowkdgements of the ſaints were called forth and expreſſed 

in the ſweeteſt accents. and ſublimeſt ſtrains. Of this we 
| have a. ſtriking. example in the prophecies of Iſaiah b, 
where the church is introduced by the Holy Ghoſt, as cele- 
brating the illuſtrious characters who were the honoured 1 in- 
ſtruments of bringing to her the meſſage of peace ang falya- 
tion: © How beautif ul upon the mountains are. the feet of 

$6 him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth peace; 
« that bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſhetb 

| C  falvation, that faith unto Zion, thy C z0d reigneth P But ſtill 
we muſt inſiſt on the fundamental principle already laid 
down, that i in the original promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt, wha was 
one day to bruiſe the head of the Serpent, by appearing in 
the low nature and ſtead of his people, the ancient church 
was bleſſed with a revelation; of the goſpel. And if we in- 
* how the e goſpel is preached to the New Teſtament 
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e eaſy and the ſatisfying anſper i, by de ch! 
accompliſbment of this original promiſe. That this is a true 
view of the matter, is apparent from the important addreſs of 


the angel to the thepherds of Bethlehem, © Fear not, for, be- 
« hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be 


« to all people :” that is, I preach the goſpel to you. And 


what is that goſpel ? «© Unto you is born this day, i in the city 
«of David, a Saviour, who is Chriſt the Lord.” The word 


ſaviour ſignifies deliverer; and the character and office of 
Jeſus Chriſt proved him to be the glorious perſonage, who 


| was to deliver his people both from the guilt and power of 
their iniquities. But to atchieve ſuch a great deſign, he was 
. conſtituted Chriſt, or the anointed of the Father. He was not 
only ſet up from everlaſting ages to be the ſurety of elect ſin- 
ners, by the unchangeable decree of God ; but after he had, 
in the fulneſs of time, diſplayed boundleſs condeſcenſion, by 
uniting to his divine perſon our low nature, he was' in that 


nature anointed by the Holy Ghoſt ; and that unction is not 


to be eſtimated by any degree of human compariſon, for © the 


4 Father giveth not the Spirit by meaſure to him k.“ This 


doth not however give us a complete repreſentation of his 


office a8 Mediator; becauſe what we have now ſuggeſted re- 


lates chiefly to his union under the character of the High 
Prieſt of the church. Contemplating him as the great pro- 


phet ſent by God to preach glad tidings to the meek, we are 
authorized to ſay, that he was anointed by the! Spitit for this . 
very purpoſe. And his character, as the great King whom 
God had ſet upon his holy hill of Zion, i is deſcribed and aſcer⸗ 


tained by this holy ® unction. Hence he is diſtinguiſhed by 


the honourable appellation, * Chriſt, the Lord. 
| We. have a ſimilar delineation of the nature of the goſpel, 


as preached to the New Teſtament church, given us by Paul 


k John iii, 34, | Luke ii. 11. m Iſa. Ai. 1. n Pfalii.2 6. 


in theſe very ſtriking words, beg We declare unto you glad tid- 
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1 12 * 
ing t ol m 10 that was made to the Fathers 2 
the eee gag Jeſus Chriſt to make atonement for 
by the ſacrifice, of himſelf, and thereby 
to bruiſe the head of Satan, by depriving; him of that. right to 
reign over men, which he poſſeſſed and exerciſed. by virtue of 
the penal ſanckion of the law ʒ this premiſe 60 God hath ful- | 
0 filled to, us their; children, by raiſing up Jeſus from. the 
e dead.“ The reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt demonſtrated, that 
infinite juſtice. was: completely, ſatisfied by the. ſurety ; and 
conſequently, that any future claims of Satan to retain elect 
ſinners in a ſtate of vaſſalage, after their vital union with the 
Saviour, muſt be founded i in uſurpation, and 0 to be * 


Nr reſiſted SRO 23 885 407 f law % r. 
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1 „„ 1 8 Avi 3 Kit. 32, 34. 15 N 
x * This leads us. to obſervs the propriety of the 3 als © het in- 
ſpired writers, in. the promiſcuous uſe of the words, promiſe and promiſes, where 
their object is to lead ſinners to the contemplation of Jeſus Chriſt, as the great 
mercy 7 promiſed | to the Fathers. We find the word promiſe uſed in the following 
paſſages, for the promiſe i is unto you, and to yout children, and' to all that are 
& afar off, even to as many as the Lord our God ſhall call,” (Ads ii. 39.) © We 
1 declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promiſe which was made unto the 
C Fathers, God hath fulfilled the fame unto us their children.” (Aas xiii 32.) 
For « if they who are of the law be heirs, faith i is made void, and the promiſe 
made of none effect. (Rom iv. 14) Therefore it is of faith that i it might be 
« by grace, to the end the promiſe. might be ſure to all the ſeed. (Rom. iv. 16,) 
« He, ſtaggered not at the prowiſe of God through unde lief. (Rom. iv 20. 
« The covenant which, was before confirmed of God in Chriſt, the law which 
10 was Four Hundred. and Thirty Years after, cannot diſannul, that it ſhould 
© make the promiſe of none effect.“ (Gal. Ht, 17 We alſo find the word pro- 
miſes ſeveral times uſed. The inſpired writer, ſpeaking of the Ifrealites, ſays, 
10 * to whom pertaineth the *doption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
« giving of the law, and the ſervice of God and the promiſes.” (Rom. ix. 4.) 
A gain. Jcſus Chriſt was a Miniſter of the circumciſion for the truth of God, to 
& confirm the promiſes made unta the Fathers, (Rom xv. 8. ) By faith Abraham, 
1 when he was tried offered up Iſaac; and he that had received the promiſes, offer- 
* ed up his only begotten Son.“ (Heb. xi. 17.) Now, the reaſons for this pro- 


E uſe of the two words, ought to be diſtinctly ſtated. In the firſt place, 


the word promiſe is nſed on © arions accounts, to ſhow, that there was only one 


| ſingle promiſe originally given to Adam, which contained an epitome of all the bleſ- 


ſings 


a” 
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„e this view of the goſpel; as preached both to the ou 
* New Teſtament church, we may ſec that Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
in the glory of his perſon, and in the exerciſe of his offices, 
| ought ever to he conſidered as the principal ſubjed of it. If 
the love of Chriſt be the predominant principle i in the heart 
of that man Who claims the character of being one of the 
miniſters of his holy religion, nothing will be more pleaſant 
than a humble attempt to diſplay his infinite and uncreated 
glory, as the fellow and equal of the Almighty. Inſtead of 
ſuppreſſing or diſguiſing this glorious truth, it will become a 
favourite theme with him in almoſt every public diſcourſe, 
And if be expatiates with pleaſure upon this delightful ſub- 
ject, to ſinners of the human race, be will be led, by an eaſy 
and ſudden tranſition, to mark the boundleſs grace of the 
Son of God, in taking to him that body which the Father 
had prepared for him. From the moment of this myſterious 
perſonal union, he is known, throughout infinite ages, by the 
wonderful name, Immanuel *, God with us, God in our nature. 

| The mediatorial character of Jeſus Chriſt, comprehending 
the offices of prophet, prieft, and king, will alſo be diſplayed 
by! che E ee Fredobery, with peculiar pleaſure ; ; and that 


LIT es a Math l. 23. | *& 
fog of merey and ſalvation; that there is one principal fſubjeft of the firſt, nd 
of every ſucceeding promiſe given to illuſtrate it; I mean Jeſus Chriſt, held forth 
to the faith of guilty men; and finally, that the grace which is ſo eminently _ 
diſplayed by Jeſus Chriſt to believers, i in every age, is invariably the fame. With 
equal reaſon is the word promiſes ſometimes uſed when ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt 
and the bleſſi ings of bis ſalvation. For, in the firſt place, the ſame promiſe was ſe= 
veral times renewed unto Abraham; and hence, though it was one with regard 
to the important matter it contained, yet in reſpect of external form, it had the ap- 
pearance of many promiſes. And in the next place, there were various appen- 
dages made to it in the days of Abraham, ſuch as the multiplication of his po- 
ſterity; their poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, as an inheritance given by God; and 
the aſſurance of their never being completely diveſted of that inheritance, till 
Jeſus Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſiah, ſhould ſpring from the loins of the venerable 
patriarch. Becauſe of thete outward appendages, the e ef grace is frequent- 


ir denominated prom ſes, 
Ef pl ay 


_ % 
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ries of the go/pel. What a ſource of unutterable joy is it, 
tha the great high prieſt of the church died for the expia- 


| tion of human guilt ? It was this important circumſtance, 


which laid the foundation for all his future proceedings to- 

wards his choſen ones. For he could not have been a pro- 
phet to pour heavenly light into their minds, by his word 
and ſpirit, nor a king to fway a ſceptre of grace over them, 
if be had not been a prieſt to die for them. Hence the 
doct ne of our Lord's prieſthood appears to hold a very high 
and diſtinguiſhed rank in the Chriſtian ſyſtem. It was 
evidently for this reaſon, that our Redeemer was reprefented 
in his facerdotal character to Adam and Eve, in the original 
promiſe of mercy made to them, prior to their expulſicn from 


1d earthly paradiſe. In the ſame character was he exhibited 


by all the ancient ſacrifices. Every lamb that bled at the 
altar, directed the faith of the church to the Lamb of God, 
who was, in the fulneſs of time, to take + away the fin of 
the-world. Therefore, by dying for his people as a prieſt, - 
he acquires a right to officiate both as a prophet and king un- 
to them. In the character of a prophet he ſpreads heavenly 
light over their minds; and under his regal character, he diſ- 
plays almighty power in their preſer vation and government, 
and in the final deſtruction of their enemies. The light 
which he diffuſeth through their ſouls, by which they behold 
the glory of God, the eyil of ſin, the amiable character of the 
- Saviour, and the beauty of holineſs, was in ancient times en- 
Jlematically ſhadowed forth by the candlefticks of the taber- 
nacle ; and his regal office, by the power which the kings of 


+ The ut word ſignifies to take up, as well as to bear, of catry away. 
See Matth. iv. 6. Matth xxzvii. 32. In this ſenſe, it is uſed both by Elian 
and Dionyſius, Halicarnaſſus; Elian. Varr. hiſt. lib. 3. chap. xxii. Dionyſius, 
Hal Antiq. Agreecably to this view, the Lamb of God takes up the fin of the 
world, bears the puniſhment due to it, in bis own 1 on the tree; and in 


this manner takes it aways . * : 
N | | Judah 


cn. 


, Fadab tet and diſplayed in their steel erg, The 
union and exerciſe of theſe offices are abſolutely neceſſary a 
for the falvation of the church; and conſequently, in preach- 


ing the pure unadulterated goſpel, a harmonious diſplay of 
them is from time to time to be exhibited before the eyes of 


|. guilty men. The ſubſtance of what we have now repre- 


ſented may be very briefly expreſſed, namely, that in evange- 
lical preaching, one capital obje& ſhould be, to lead men to 


contemplate, with adoring wonder and admiring gratitude, 


the divine and mediatorial glory of Jeſus Chriſt. By the 


| contemplation of his divine glory, they ſee that he was in 
the form of God, and thought it no robbery to be equal with 


God; and by beholding his mediatorial glory, they ſee him 
to be juſt ſuch a Saviour as they need, infinitely well quali- 
fied for ſaving them from fin and miſery, and elevating them 
ts higher degrees of e than thoſe W che n 
by tranſgrefſion. 

But the leaft attention will convince us, cid the wondrous 


ſcheme whereby the ſon of God becomes the Saviour of ſin- 
ners, is a ſcheme of pure grace: it originated in the free, 
ſoyereign, and unmerited favour of God, Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt. Of conſequence, the goſpel which unfolds this 
ſcheme may, with great propriety, be denominated the grace 


Ged. This ſeems to be the true meaning of the expreſ- 


fion in that celebrated paſſage of Paul's epiſtle to Titus, 


where he tells us, © The grace of God, that bringeth ſalva- 
* tion, hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that denying | 
400 ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 4 
e righteouſly and godly in this preſent world .“ But to ſhew ' 
more fully, that the goſpel unfolds or reveals the grace of 


God, we may take a ſhort view of its peculiar doctrines. 
To begin with election. This doctrine, which is neither 


underſtood nor believed by many, is ſuited to illuſtrate the 


aTitns ii. 17, 12. 


Freeneſt 
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dtmat in a; manner that wou 
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funneh And anne of divine gras 8 to 60 6 FO 
| Piide of all human glory. God, whoſe underſtanding is in. . 
nite, was able to take a comprebenſivs vie w of all things 
which were to happen in this world, even before its founda“ 
tions were laid. This ſentiment, which is evidently a dickate 
of ſound reaſon, is ; ſtrongly ſanctioned by divine tevelation : 
© known unto God are all his works, from the beginning of 
4 the world. Of conſequence, he mult have beheld men 
as lying in their fins, and weltering in their blood. Vie we. 
in this dreadful, in this deplorable ſituation,” his boy els of 
_ pity, compaſſion, and tenderneſs yearned over them; and in 
his boundleſs mercy, he reſolved to ſave a choſen race, and 
uld aſtoniſh heaven throughout 
eternity. To render the purpoſe of his merey eonſiſtent 
with the glory of his juſtice, he gave his own Son, by an eter- 
nal and unchangeable decree, to be the: glorious and living 
head of theſe choſen ones; and he gave them, by the ſame 
decree, to be members of his ſpiritual body. This idea of 
the eternal election of the Son of God to be the head of the 
church, is very clearly and beautifully ſtated by the evangelical 
prophet, Iſaiah, Behold my ſervant whom I uphold ; mine 
* elefF, in whom my foul delighteth 5. And our bleſſed Re- 
deemer acknowledges with pleafure the wonderful giſt he had 
received from the Father, and his cheerful acceptance of it: 
“ Thine they were, and thou gave/t them me ©.” In like man- 
ner the apoſtle, guided by the ſpirit of inſpiration, ptonounceth 
moſt decidedly, that ſome ſinners ( were choſen in Chriſt be- 
« fore. the foundation of the world4.” And again, God hath | 
& choſen you. to ſalvation, through fanQification of the ſpi- | 
« rit, and belief of the truth ©,” Jo ſay that this cleAion re- 
lates only to external privileges, is a poor, weak, and futile 
attempt to throw a veil over the zruth, while its glory ſhines 
forth, wich ſuch an amazing: luſtre, as muſt dazzle the eyes 


Ad xv, 18, olan xi | e Joha zvil. 6, 4 Eph,i 4. a Theft, ii. 1% 
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others, have we not here, enemies themſelves being judges, 


may he not make the ſame character i illuſtrious, in the diſ- 
penſation of ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings ? Eſpecially, if 


in the whole Bible more replete with ſpiritual joy, than eter- 
nal election. It alſo opens a ſource of the richeſt conſola- 
tion, when the affairs of the church wear the darkeſt and 
moſt threatening aſpect. For as the apoſtle tells us, © there 


eis a temnant accorditig to the election of grace; and if by 
0 grace, then it is no more of works an bn is no | 


« more grace?” © ” * 


of man; but which man, becauſe of tranſgreſſion, could ne- 
ver Late performed ? And it is evident, that jn the very im- 
put ation of this righteouſneſs to the ſinner, there is a diſplay 


a Rom. xi, 5, 6, | | 
E fore 


- enjoyment of external privileges, which are withheld: from 7 


clear, deciſive evidente, of the doctrine of divine ſour» 
 reignty And if God diſplays the glory of his character, | 
as A fovtreign, in the diſtribution of outward bleſſings, why 


we conſider, that as the latter riſe inconceivably in value 
above the former, ſo far doth the glory of divine ſovereignty = 
in conferring them; eclipſe every view that can be taken of it, 
in the mere diſtinction that is made among them, with re- 
gard to the things of a preſent life. . And indeed, to a man 
who lives by faith in the Son of God, there is no doctrine 


The juſtification of ungodly men, 1 fare i the Jew. | 
puted righteouſneſs of Chriſt, gives an eminent di ſplay — 
the boundleſs grace of God. What but free and ſovereign 
grace alone provided that ſurety righteouſneſs, the eonſtitu- 

ent parts of which are the holineſs of Chriſt's nature, the 
obedience of his life, and the atonement made by his death? 
What but infinite grace prompted God to accept of this righe 
teouſneſt, in the room of that which was originally required 


of boundleſs grace, as well as of infinite juſtice. It is there= 
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5 8 ls We apoſtle: FP Og 6. that we are 
E juſtiſed freely by the grace of God, through that marvel · 
, jous redemption which is in Chriſt. Jeſus our Lord d. by \ 
Nay, to ſecure the unrivalled glories of divine grace in, this, 
28 well as eyery other part of the plan of our redemption, he 
aſfures ue, that ( grace now reigns through righteouſneſs 
the righteouſneſs. and holineſs of Goes « unto eternal life, by 
; - u unden. ah þ. E 
The: fame i important Se may alſo "he iladrsted, dy 
eee courſe to that ſolid. diſtinction, which ever ought to 
be conſidered as eſtabliſhed between pardon and. eternal life, | 
as actually purchaſed by-Jeſus Chriſt, in the character of our 
furety, and the application of theſe bleſſings to the ſnner. 
We know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he 
Wat eternally rich, as poſſeſſing the glories of the godhead, 
yet ſor our ſakes he hecame poor, by uniting, our leu nature 
to himſelf, and bearing the curſe in our room, that we might be 
made rich 4. But finners never receive the benefit of our Lord's 
wonderful atonement, till they are actually introduced into a 
Rate of vital union with him. Then the glory of the great 
Legiſlator, even the glory of his ſovereign grace, appears in 
_ reverſing the ſentence of eternal condemnation. under which 
they lay, and inveſting them with à ſure title to eternal life. 
Ibis view of the nature of pur juſtification before God will 
guard us againft the dangerous miſtake of thoſe who repre- 
ſent the actual remiſſion of ſins, as implying no more than a 
4 diſcovery to a man's conſcience, that his fins are actually for- 
given; while the belief of the perfect atonement made by 
Jieſus Chriſt wilt lead us to ſpurn the ideas of thoſe who aſ- 
eribe to the death of Immanuel, no more than a conditional 
grant of forgiveneſs. Were this laſt idea admiſſible, it would 
follow, that the effects of our Lord's death were altogether 
e and uncertain; for uncertain ſurely they mult be, 


w BA Wt. © Rom. v. 37. d 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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| ir our participation of them were ſuſpended bn the l | 


of our faith and repentance. In other words, Jeſus would 
not be recognized by us as our ſole and all-ſafficient Saviour ; 


and conſequently, the glory of r de Nen be eclipſed, | 


x inſtead of being illuſtrated. 


he next exemplification- of our general reinatk ſhall be in | 


| Adoptidn” It is commonly thought, that the practice of 
- adopting children originated among the ancient Romans. 
We ſhall allow, that the term from whence the Englich word 


adoption is deduced, belongs excluſively to them. But the 


principle itſelf exiſted and operated many kithdred years be- 
fore the foundations of the city Rome were actually laid. Of 


| this we have à decided proof, in the cafe of Moſes, who was 


adopted by Phatoah's daughter, and educated as het own 
fon. And long after this, we find evident traces of the ex- 


iſtence of this practice among the Jews. The celebrated 
character we refer to is Eſther, who was adopted by her uncle 


Mordecai. But the great point we are juſt now to eſtabliſh 
is this, that the adoption of men, who are by nature the chil- 
dren of wrath, and the heirs of condemnation, into the holy, 
the happy, and the honourable family of God, gives a moſt 
, illuſtrious diſplay of the /overeign grace of God. Hence, 
> holy Paul, who probably penetrated farther into this myſtery 


than any mere man; nay, who iu his deep reſearches enjoyed 


the benefit of the ſpirit of inſpiration, ſeems to acknowledge 


| himſelf unequal to the purpoſe of giving an adequate view of 
this elevated ſubject. For, in his epiſtle to the Epheſians, he 


| evidently labours for expreſſion to convey juſt notions of this 


diſtinguiſhed bleſſing to others; but the reſult of his labour | 


is, that by an accumulation of words dictated by the Holy 

Ghoſt, he ſhows how much the ſuperabounding grace of God 

appears in conferring it on men: © Having predeſtinated us 
eto the Adoption of children by BY Chriſt to mes to 
« the praiſe Y #he * ory of his grace *.' 


2 Fph.i 5 6, 
C2 


wy x 


hs like manner, che 4 


able adyantage of being under the immediat 
ſpirit of inſpiration, was far from being, able. to comprehend 
this myſterious ſubjectk. Hence he exclaims, with adoring 


wonder, F |] 


fedtions, i is the reſult of the. 


40 how to giye good gifts to your children, how muck more 
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Theſe are the true 7 of . ad if we believe te | 


truth, we muſt condemn, as falſe and deluſive, and conſe- 


0 quently as extremely dangerous, that ſyſtem which repreſents 
men as baying a power to turn unto God, independent of 


the grace of his Holy Spirit. Though men, viewed in "the 


light of rational creatures, muſt be ſuppoſed to remain in the | 
poſſeſſion of free-will, yet While they are ſtrangers to the 
power of divine grace, they find eons wy . ul to the 


commiſſion of i inan . | 


* 


h 1 John i 1. i AQsii 38.  k Luke sl. tz. 


+ We ſpurn the idea, which repreſents the liberty ot the human will, as con- | 
ſiſting in indifference... If thig were the true notion of rational liberty, that men 


poſſeſſed a power either to do good or to do evil, juſt as they pleaſed, it would fol- 
low, that there was no degree of rational liberty exiſting in the univerſe of God. 


r trath of this obſervation, { hope it will be allowed, 


that 


oftle. John who PREY 0 80 of 1 
ä hs love of Chriſt, after riſing bo the Holy Ghoſt to the moſt _ 
enlarged diſcoveries « of this truth, and. poſſeſſing the unſpeał · ! 
| te-influence of the 


Id what manner, of hve the Father hath be- 
1. 5 on us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God b. 
The  fanQtification « of the. foul, i in its riſe, progreſs, and per- a 
m. anifold. wiſdom. and grace of 7 
God. Hence the Holy 1 Spirit, whoig the great agent employ- | 
| edi in this bleſſed work, from its commencement to its con- 
__ ſummation, i is, with great beauty and elegance, ſtyled the gift 
of God: < Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
© name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of fin, and ye ſhall 
0 receive. the gift o of the Holy Ghoſt l. If ye, being evil, know 


er give the Holy rn to them whe” 5 
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ven now made per fett, free agents? But can it ever happen, that they will ſhow _ 


L499 


falſe gti pre) to ſcience in modern times, and belides was 3 
under the ſpecial influence of the ſpirit of inſpiration, aſſerts in 

the ſtrouße ſt manner, that he was not ſufficient of himſelf, to 

think any thing, as of himſelf And the reaſon of the afſer- ; 

tion. he gives elſe here, 4 beeauſe the carnal mind is enmity 

* itſelf againſt God v.“ + And it wilt be a new ſpecies of philo- 

ſophy to tell us, that men may act, though they cannot hint. 

The Holy Ghoſt, on the other hand, informs us, that men 

are made willing, in the day of God's power, to renounce fin, | 
and the idol and to join themſelves to the Lord, in an 5 
everlaſting covenant, never to be forgotten. Nay, ſo much 
rebellion 1 emaineth i in the will of a ſaint, that God i is ſaid to 
work © in him, both to will and to do of his good. pleaſure. 
How dangerous and deteſtable then is the doctrine common- 
ly known by the name of moral fuaſion, whereby the truths 
of the goſpel, and the various duties of religion, are pro- 
pounded to the underſtanding of the ſinner; and he is excited | 
to embrace theſe truths, and perform theſe duties, by rational 
arguments and weighty voulilerations, while his will is left 


RO 
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2 2 Cor. ii. 5 b Rom. viii. 7, c Phil. ii. bas” , 
8 holy angels, in the e world, are free agents; but who would venture 
| to ſay that they have a power to do goed, or to do evil? Are they not confirmed 
in a ſtate of holineſs by God himſelf; and hence, throughout all eternity, they 
| cannot poſſibly entertain any other than holy deſires ? Are not the ſouls of juſt | 


. 


the leaſt inclination to ſin? No, ſarely ; otherwiſe the death of Chriſt would be 
rendered of noneeffc, and the declarations of the faithful God falſified! Are 
not devils and damned ſpirits free agents? But will our Socinians and others fay, 
that they haye a power to turn themſelves from fin, and become holy whenever 
they pleaſe ? ? If this could be demonſtrated, then the ſcheme of univerſal falva- — EN, ddl} 
| tion would not appear to be ſo replete with impiety and abſurdity, as it actually is. OA AL, 
k not God himſelf, the freeſt of all agents? And yet, is he not eternally and "JA * 
unchangeably inclined to purſus univerſal holineſs ? I therefore oppoſe theſe ſtab» Go OY? 5 
born facts to all the ſubtile ſophiſms of men unenlightened with the knowledge W's 
of the truth as it is in Jeſus. ad 

+ This expreſſion is applicable even to oem, Is far as they are unrenewed, . , 


Rom. vii. 14. I Cor. iii. 3. | Fn Cel. | 
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55 e becauſe it annihilates the domiiii6h of God ovet the human ll. For 


2 fell. determining power polled by the will, we may remark, that the dodtrine 
of moral fuaſion, implying that faith may be produced in the ſoul by the bare 


wee of che i 
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2, or elſe ſuſpend acting. It is impious, becauſe the abſolute promiſes regif- 


ple, rendered null and od. It is impiout, becauſe on this hypotheſis, the ef. 


dae of gract in the converſion of a ſinner is totally ſuperſeded, and the glory 
of this great change given to man himſelf, who, by this pernietons tenet, is 
repreſented as the principal author of it. And fically, it is impions, beeauſe | 


af equilibrium, and tonſdquontly is in poſſeſſion of power, either to turn itſelf, or 


bf found philoſophy, that the vill always follows the repreſentarion given by 
the underſtanding. | For it ſuppoſes, that whatever repreſentations be exhibited 
vy the underſtanding, the will, we vie: of its ſovereignty, may act, or not 20 
be deemed indifferent, yet no action performed by a rational creature can, pto- 


action of a rational efcature performed by him, as deſtined for an everlaſſing 


8 of evil. See on this ſubjekt, Turret. Stapfer. e Dr. EVI on Free Will 
| and Mr. Abraham Taylor, on Faith. 


0 ſtrength of evidence to the underſtanding, than Jeſus Chriſt actually did in the 
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Firenice® 1 Wee remark, 


* faith in eee as' 2 0 b rome eee lin 
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- Pelagians and Semi-pelagians; and in latet times, by the Jeſuits, Socinians, and 
Nemonſtrabts. They have all repreſt oted the human will as poſleMng a /ove- 


\Felgnty, of elf determining power ; whereby; after the propdſition of motives, it 
may remain in a ſtate of equilibrium, free from any inglination to the one ſide 
or the other. Now this appears to be à moſt impious and abſurd tenet: It is 


dy the ſuppoſition, the will is ſo ltidepetdeht and fo completely /if juris, that 
after being furniſhed with all the requilites for acting, it may either proterd to 


tered in the, word of God, ſuch as, 4 1 will give you a new heart, 1 will take 
10 away the ſtony heart; and 1 will cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, to keep 


« my fudgements and do them,“ are, by the adoption of this errudeous princi. 


kereby, the uſe of prayer is totally abvliſhed, For why mould we pray to Gol 
either to convert, or to ſandify us, if it be tris, that the will remains in a flat: 


not? 
But the tenet is alſo abfurd, becauſe it contridias that welt Known principle 


juſt as it pleaſeth, Boks, 
1 am farther led to obſerve, that vi by haman lows ſome actions may 


perly ſpeaking, be indifferent in the fight of God. The reaſon is plain; erery 


exiſtenee, i is a tranſition either to a highet degree of good, of à greater degree 
After expoſing the impicty and abſurdity of the prificiple which IT ' 


propoundin g of truth to the underſtanding, is repugnant to matter of fact. Wi 
it poſſible to propound the truths of the goſpel with greater clearncſs, or more 


w of his 


courſe of his per! n miniſtry upon earth? And yet we find that fe 
| hearen, 


j 


{ag 


ner alert the diſpenſation of the goſpel? Moral 0 appears 
in repreſenting to him the ineſtimable advantages ariing 
rom the poſſeſſion of true faith, and the great miſery that 
will be the portion of thoſe who want it; but the grace of the 
goſpel neceſſary to renew the will is ſuppreſſed or diſguiſed, 
Hence, the will is left in a ſtate of mere indifferences either 
to accept or reject the offer of pardon and eternal life. No 
wonder that a dark cloud hangs over thoſe churches, where this 
— unſcrptytal doctrine prevails, and threatens their final. ſubver- 
ſion ! And this cloud is not likely to be diſpelled, till the 
ptinciples of the goſpel more generally prevail, and obtain 
that decided ſuperiority oyer error, to which hey have ſuch | 
an undoubted claim. _ ,. 

We ſhall only obſerve i in 2 et 1 2 WALL: life, 
in the heayenly world, will be an everlaſting proof of the 
reign of grace. Though the. redeemed, by the influence of 
the Holy Ghoſt, perform many ſervices, - and endure many 
ſufferings, for the ſake of the Lord Jeſus, during their conti- 
nuance upon earth, yet they do not wiſh, by theſe means, to 
ſecure their paſſport to the heavenly world. But in imitation 
of that glorious cloud of witneſſes, who have gone before, 
they earneſtly deſire © to waſh their robes, and make them 
_ « white in the blood of the Lamb e.“ The original idea at- 
tached to waſhing, ander the ancient diſpenſation, Was: the 


"4h - ton 1 Ree vihe 241545) | 
hoo 3 believed to the ſaving of their ſouls. Hence hs mourn- — 
ful complaint of [faiah, and others, is adopted by him, © Lord, who hath be- 
© Heved our report!” If the two parts of the propoſition, as maintained by 
the adverſary, namely, that men way be brought to believe by the influence of 
moral fuaſion, while, at the ſame time, the will remains indifferent, and may 
either accept or reject the offers of ſalvation, after all the arguments which are 
uſed 'to enforce them, be inconſiſtent, I am not to account for that incon- 
ſiſteney. A ſyſtem of error and abſurdity is always a ſyſtem of contradiQtion, 
Upon the whole, it is perfectly clear, from divine revelation, that in the pro- 
duc tion of faving fac, there is an illumination of the mind by the Holy Ghoſt; 
which illumination is ever accompanied * a ſweet and e energy on 
the 2 15 . 8 

expiation 
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« things are by the law 1 w 10 bhosd 0c 
gies the meaning of this general maxim, uu bent Bel 
en * ding of bload is no remiſſion s The application « of this p prin= 
ple win ſerve 23a key to open the meaning of the . 
phorical erpreſſion, *. waſhing their robes, and making them 
| white! in the blood of the Lamb.“ The principal idea is, 
0 | that the gullt of. all their f iniquities was completely . 
he blood of the Lamb. The word white is 
1 cliblewr purity, and plairtly intimates, that upon theit wrt 
«x the” Heavenly world, they were. Tenfible of expetichcing the | 
 Houndlefs virtue of redeeming blood to fuch a degree, in waſh- 
"= their perſons, their ſervices, and their ſufferings, that they 
a as free from guilt as if they had never finned. 1 Now it is 
e the blood and righteoufticſs of Jeu Obrift, that 
© grace reigns in bringing them to beayen. This is no vague 
© *or uncertain conjecture, but the decilion of unerring g wiſdom; 
Wa gift of God — ereriial life, through Jeſus Chan out 

6. * Lord 5.05 N 38 $645 r l by 

Here then, "every otic who reveres "divine Kerbe, and 
6 to be guided by it in the ſyſtem of religious principles 
| he embraces, i is furniſhed with ample proof, that the goſpel i is 
|, uy properly entitled to the appellation of a ſcheme of grace; 
biaecauſe, in all its diſtinguiſhing doctrines, it reveals the 
free, ſovereign, and eternal grace of God, Father, Son, and 
© - Holy Ghoſt. This might ſcem ſufficient for filencing and 
i confounding thoſe whoſe general plan leads them to obſcure | 
- the grace of God, and to convert the goſpel of Chriſt into: 
lau of itſelf, giving life. But the ſame important fact, name- 
I, that the goſpel is a ſcheme of grace, may be eſtabliſhed by 
© another reaſon, which appears to us unanſwerable—the gol- 
' pel is the only channel marked out. by infinite wiſdom for the 
f 0 of ſaving grace to the ſouls of men. The lau, 


4 f Heb. ix, 235 | | 8 Rom, . 55 
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1 properly Gat knows nothing of that orice which is * rae 


to the Hituation of loſt finners and therefore, it cannot re- 


veal, much leſs communicate, divine grace unto them. This 


is the peculiar glory of the goſpel. For this reaſon Paul tells 
us, in his epiſtle to the Romans, I am not aſhamed of the 


Ba goſpel of Chriſt; for it is the power of God unto falvation, | 
«to every one that believeth, to the Jew firſt, a and alfo to 


the Gentile 2. It is the bleſſed means, of diſplaying the 
power of God, for therein i is the righteouſneſs of Cod revealed ® 
from faith to faith ; it is alſo the means of communicating 

that grace to the ſoul, whereby the glory of this perket Qion i is 
ſeen, and its influence upon the heart and life actually felt. 


This o ſervation illuſtrates the true reaſon of that ſolemn | 
appeal, which this inſpired writer makes to the Galatians, | 


This only would I learn of you, Received ye the ſpirit,” in 
his illuminating, ſanQifying and ſaving influences, '* by 


the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith*, " that is, Y 


the obfpel ? For in another paſſage, the goſpel i is ſtyled, the 


law of faith 4, which excludes boaſting. Taiah alſo, in one of 


| his ſublime prophecies, repreſents the promiſes of the goſpel as 


| breafts of conſolation *, out of which the redeemed ſuck and 
are ſatisfied ; milk out and are delighted with the abundance 


of Zion's glory. May not erery man, who i is not involved in 
the darkneſs of a natural eſtate, nor governed. by prejudices 


equally unſupported both by reaſon and revelation, clearly 5 
ſee, from an impartial view of theſe paſſages, that it is the 
goſpel alone, contemplated as a ſcheme calculated to diſplay 


the free and fovereign grace of God in Chriſt, which becomes 


the glorious channel of communicating ſaving grace to the 


fouls of men? The law, in its nature and operations, as we 


infinuated already, is not Gtted for effecting this ſalutary _ 


purpoſe. And if the holy law, coming to us enforced with 


the high authority of God, and armed wich the moſt power- 


3 Rom i. 16. b Rom, L 17. c Gal ul. 2. d e TT 27. e Iſa lxvi. tr. 
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ul penal lanction, is not calculated for conveying. to us the 
| ſmalleſt degree of ſaving f grace, much leſs, can cold. ſpiritleſs 
lectures, delivered on the beauties of moral virtue, be ſup- 
poſed to operate this way. We have heard of many fine 
theories of morality, projefted by men who had high preten- 
ſions to the: powers of an inventive genius; but the infelicity 
of theſe theories has been, that what one philoſopher laboured | 
d\eſtabliſh'as/ the foundation of moral apligation, hath been 


» 4 4 


 ſubverted by another. | Hereby, infinite miſcbief hath. been 
done to the intereſts of true virtue; for the great foundation 3 
on which ſhe Rands, hath in this way, been repreſented a8 . 
altogether Frecarious. This is is 2 good reaſon for diſcarding 
all theſe ſyſtems together, as far, as they have given. erroneous | 
repreſentations of the nature of virtue, and thankfully to re- 

cee the light which divine revelation affords, for diſſipating 
the clouds collected by falſe philoſophy, and e on the 
| Foal region WH true „ inhabits, 


p47 48 


God, exhibited'to Oo in n the moral law, 7 7 is h confi. 
dexed as a delineation of the divine nature, can form the pro- 
per ſource of moral obligation 3 and nothing but the goſpel, 
in the hands of the ſpirit, can produce that holineſs. in the 
ſoul of a finger, which the holy law requires. Syſtems of 
moral virtue may lead to the exhibition of the ſhadow of ho- 
_ lineſs, but the exemp/i fication of the * ſubflance. will he found 
only in thoſe who have received the truth, as it is in Jeſus. 
And this brings us directly to trace the connection between 
the great effer.tial doctrinet of the goſpel, and univerſal holi- 
neſs. This point may be eſtabliſhed ſeveral ways. We may, 
in the firſt place, appeal to the explicit declarations. of the 
Holy Ghoſt in ſacred writ, which clearly repreſent this on- 
nection as formed by the unerring wiſdom of God. For we 
muſt not eſtimate the influence of the doctrines of the goſpel, 
ve the Mentions lives of ſome who profeſs attachment to 

| them 


. 


(no) 


| them! but from their true genius and native tendeny; 25 


wap. top to us in divine revelation. 


Now referring to the deciſion of PER we find b 
the great object in the view of God, in every part of the 


ſcheme. of mercy, was in ſubordination to his own glory, to 
promote holineſs in his people. Were they elected in Chriſt 
from all eternity? If we believe the inſpired writer, the end 


of their election was, that they might be boy. Are they in 


time actually juſtified before God, through Faith: in the in- 
finitely perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt imputed to them? 
The happy perſons, in the poſſeſſion of this diſtinguiſhed pri- 
vilege, do not „ make void the law through faith; nay, 
« they eſtabliſh the law b. Hence every juſtified ſinner may 
exclaim'with holy Paul, in the name of the redeemed, How 


can we who are dead to ſin e, ” in conſequence of our vital a 


union with the Lord Jeſus, © 1. any longer therein?“ This 
reaſoning of the inſpired writer, correſponds with the nature 


ol the thing. For in the juſtification of the ſinner, there is 
ſuch a diſplay of infinite juſtice and holineſs, that nothing leſs 
than an Infne righteouſneſs could be accepted, as the ground 
ol his plea to pardon and eternal life. Again, are condemned 
erestulcs i of the human race. adopted into the Holy Family | 
of God? The deciſion of ſacred ſcripture is, that they are 
not only diſtinguiſhed-by a neu name, but alſo receive a new 
nature; © To as many as received him, to them gave he pow- 


« erd! right or privilege, ©, to become the Sons of God, 


even to them who believe on his name.” But what is the 
character of theſe Sons of God? The inſpired writer replies, 


They were born not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, 


| «or of the will of man, but of God, by his word and ſpirit®*.” 
And this ſuperſedes the neceſſity of illuſtrating the influence 
of regeneration becauſe being produced by the word and 


ſpirit going hand in hand, according to the divine * declara- 


a Eph. i 4. b Rom f 3. cRom.viiz. dJohniis, e Johr i. 13, 
f John i ili. 5. Iſa lix. 21. 1 Pet 5, 23. | | . 
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ſtbeme ſonmed by unerting wiſdom eo: 


X a 
1 One ſhould 


f the eſſential doctrines of the goſpel, from the repreſenta- 
tion no given, would not heſtate a fingle moment to admit, 
hat they were as much calculated to produce holineſs, as any 
4 poſſibly do. Nay, | 
e divine wiſdom appears with the bigheſt poſſible. glory in 
the myſtery of our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, we may ſafelß 
Yo ; that there- is no other ſet of doctrines known to God 
wimſeif, wbich have ſuch aſpowerful tendency to produce 

= und promote holineſs in the heart of a finner, as thefe mark- 
cn cut in ſacred writ. How great injury then hath been 
done to thefe doftrines of the goſpel, by men of corrupt minds, 


Firth ho have dared; in: defiance of the plaineft teftimonzes of tbe 


Holy Shoſt, to repreſent them as ſubſerring the purpoſes of 
g Beentieufneſe? Such conduct, whether the effect of intel. 
lectual pride, or of deeply rooted enmity of heart, or of both, 
is 3 highly criminal. To reſcue theſe doctrines 
ſtill farther from ſuch an injurious imputation, let us view in 
different lights, the influence: of that faith which, by the Holy 


we Ghoſt, cordially embraces theſe truths. All who do not range 


 themſblres on the fide! of infidelity, and treat the Tcriptures 
2s a cunningly deviſed fable, will allow, that faith is abſolute- 
Iy neceſſary to falvation. This is a principle that pervades 
the whole ſyſtem of religion: for it ſigniſies very little to us, 
however important a doctrine may be, if we do not give cre- 
dit to it. We confeſs! there may be a fluctuating aſſent, 12 
a ſtrong rational conviction of divine truths, where there is | 


no degree of faving faith. Men, from the extent of their na- 


' tural capacities, highly improved by a finiſhed education, may 
- poſſeſs ſuch intellectual comprehenfion, fuch intuitive ſagz- 
city, as may enable them to ſee clearly the ftrengtb of the ex 
| ternal evidences of Chriſtianity ; nay, we may ſafely allow, that 


in this they may receive much aid from the: commer operations 
| of 


1 4 29 0 7 
8 of hs. a But the Se p ande wwe peak juſi now, is 


the gift of God, and the effect of his ſupernatural ag 8 


me ſoul. Now, this faith will appear, from various confdera- 1 


tions, infallibly to ſecure the intereſts of vital holineſs. 
For, in the firſt place, the ſinner, onde alata bs 7 
Gabe principle, contemplates the infinite glory and uncreated 
excellence of the Son of God. And what is the certain, the 
unavoidable, the happy conſequence of this vght Let Paul, 
guided by the ſpirit of inſpiration, reply in the name of all 
true believers till the end of the world, We all, with open 
4 face, beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord 8, the 
1 Lord Chriſt, « are changed unto the ſame image, om: glory x7 
un Hehe cen 38 by the ſpirit of the kan | | 
In the next place, it is by a true faith we are ca he” 
Soul of God, ſuſtaining the glorious character of the head of 
the church. Now one of the bleſſed effects of this holy 
union is, a participation of the ſame. ſpirit that dwells-in 
cChriſt Jeſus. For the head and the members mult be ani- 
mated by the ſame ſpirit, though we have no difficulty in 


F acknowledging that he poſeſeth: the gif. and graces, of b 


ta any faint i in evo or . | But nan, union- with Chriſt 


ſecures ſanctifying and ſaving grace to every member of bis 


ſpiritual body. Hence the Apoſtle is not afraid to proclaim, 
as with an audible voice, to every ſucceeding generation of 


E men upon earth, © If any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt b, 


illuminating his mind, purifying his heart, and preparing him 
for glory, © he is none of his ;“ he belongs not to the holy, 
the happy, and the honourable family, at the head of which is 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the firſt-born' among many brethren. - Our. 
redemption from the curſe of the law is entirely owing: to 
2 2 Cor. ill, 18. The Lord here ſpoke of, is the Lord Chriſt; as might ke 


made to appear from a critical examination of the preceding conte t. | 
| ER *b Rom. viii 9 


this 


Qs holy union widths Lord John” But if we : give ciedi 
to dieine revelation; the great Wee our Lord had in view, 
in cbompliſtäng that redemption, was, that the bleſſing of 
Abraham tight come on us; and one important branch of 
this bleſſing is, the promiſe of the iris. If it hall be in- 
quired how" ve receive the promiſe of the ſpirit, the other 
| given is, through faith. The words we refer to, have ſuch a 
peculiar elegance” and energy; that the ſerious Chriſtian 
Gout attetitively peruſe Wei, Chriſt hath redeemed us 
«fromthe curſe of the law, being made a curſe for | us; that 
«the bleſſing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles, 
e khr ugh Jeſus Chriſt; that we might receive the promi/e 
&« of the ſpirit through faith *: on New we may certainly con- 
cuds, chat if the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from tlie Father 
a che Son, enters by his Almighty grace into the ſoul, and 
[ wells'there, his intention is not to remain as a dormant, i in 
Aàctixe principle, but to difplay' his holy energy and influence 
fo powerfully, as to fubject the whole ſoul to his dominion. 
And the effect of this internal change quickly appears in the 
entire conſecratlon of the members Nef the N to med ſervice 
of Jeſus eie 
Still Farther, we ate Find to ; altert upon very gh 
authority, that true faith « worketh by love 5.“ It firſt pro- 
duceth love in the aul to God, and then it worketh by love. 
Now, what is ov e, but the fulfilling of the laue? The true 
Chiiſtian wee is not led by n Faik 1e violate the 
1 holy law, according to the injurious repreſentation of ſome 
. who are equally hoſtile to faith and good works, but to obey 
the law. And in proportion As faith advanceth by progreſ- 
ſive ſteps towards perfection, a regard to the holy law in- 
creaſeth; and when faith terminates in the immediate viſion. 
of the tri-une Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy _ then 
conformity to the 1 law will be complete. CS 
. Gul | Us «13, Bs 15 b Gal. v, bs. E Rom. xilii, to. 
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po might alſo obſerve, i in confirmation. 1 what hath been 
already hinted, that where faith dwells i in the heart, as, a liv- + 
ing Principle, its influence will not be ſuſpended, either when 
the Chriſtian is called to perform duties, or to ſuſtain trials. 
In the former caſe, humility, meekneſs, a noble. ſuperiority to 
the world, and a diſpoſition t to be extenſively uſeful, will ſo 
predominate, as to mark his general character; and in the 
latter, ſubmiſſion to the wiſe and holy appointments of God,, 
will not only, appear to be his duty, but 1 in ſome meaſure, be 
attained by him as his privilege. | To all this, 1 might add 
the eridence of facts. Men, by a parade of words, may con- 
found and embarraſs thoſe who are not verſed 1 in the ſubtilties 
of diſputation; 4 but the evidence ariſing from facts i is too ſtrong 
to be reſiſted. Now I appeal | to facts, ſtubborn facts, for, eſ- 
tabli ming the general point; namely, that wherever the i im- 
portant truths of the goſpel are cordially embraced, there and. 
there only vital holineſs is produced. It is too tender and 
delicate a plant to grow from any « other root. Among thoſe 
who are of a complection very different from the perſons 
whoſe character we now wiſh to hold up to view, you may 
perceive high degrees of external decorum and propriety of 
conduct; you may ſee alſo, on various occaſions, diſplays of 
- beneficence, i in the performance of actions materially goods. 
you may obſerye them Juſt in their commercial, intercourſe 
with mankind, and attentive to ſupply the wants of the poor 
and needy; on all which accounts, they ought to be deemed, 
valuable members of ciyil ſociety. But if they do not go far- / 
ther, they only exhibit the ſhadqry of vital holineſs ; and con- 
ſequently muſt be unfit for the kingdom of God. Whereas, 
look at thoſe who have, by the Holy Ghoſt, cordially eme 
braced the truths of the goſpel, in whatever, part of the world 
they dwell, and you ſhall ſee them. not only diſplaying, in 
their external behaviour, acts of juſtice and beneficence, but 
alſo behold them devoted to God in their whole lives, and 
eagerly engaged in the purfuit of univerſal holineſs. You 
ſhall 


/ 
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OY not K bey behold a PAR be mode 
"their deportment, but if you purſue your inquiries into their 
private behaviour, you ſhall find that they worſhip God in 
their families; that they read his word in their cloſets; that 
*  ſanQtify the ſabbath day, and | trair up their "hildzen for 
650. On che other hand, thoſe who 


. c "Chriſtianity," not only neglect many important duties 'of | 


Wh 


igion, | but often diſplay their enmity, in turning into ridi- 
5 eule all thoſe truths on which' a Aritier' can ſafely reſt his 
hopes for eternity. From this referente to the detifion of 
experience, we may be fully veitained of the oppoſite in- 
fuence of truth and error; and conſequently, ſee good rea- 
ben for embracing the former, and teſecting the latter. 


Suck then is the /pirit and geniuf of the ſublime doctrines | 


I our r reli; gion, fometimes denominated by che facred writers“, 
"the holy promiſe of God, ſometimes his holy covenan?'®; and in 
general, they are marked out as containing a ſcheme of divine 
truths, which are according to godlineſs e. The more ſublime 
and myſterious the truths are, the more are they fitted, by the 
unſearchable wiſdom of God, for promoting holinefs in the 


- Fouls « of true believers, How injurious then is the repreſen- | 


tation that is given of them by thoſe who ſay, that they are 
only a ſet of ſpeculative opinions; ; and that it is a perfect 
harmleſs and inoffenſive thing, either to believe or diſbeliere 
them? An aſſertion of this kind favours of deep ignorance; 
for there is no ſpeculative opinion in Chriſtianity. Every 
doctrine, even that which riſeth moſt above the comprehen- 
_ © fion of Bnite minds, hath a prattical tendency ; ; and is found 
in fact to produce the moſt glorious Helis 01 on 2 the fouls of thoſs 
- who cordially embrace it. eh 

But after this long repreſentation of the's nature 2 of ade gol. 
b and its general tendency to promote holineſs, it may be 
Ks is the holy law, which is a tranſcript of cap divine n 2 


a Pal. , 42, b Lale 72. CI Tim. vi. 3. : 
| ture, 
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ture, of x no uſe? Is its FORE never to be Sion by. public | 
| teachers? It will be eaſily perceived, that the one of theſe 
queſtions involves the other. For, if the infinite i importance 
of the law be admitted, i t will follow, that its nature, and the 
extent of its obligation, ſhould be frequently marked out by 
public teachers of religion. Now, we readily. allow, that the 
law is of vaſt utility, both to faints and unregenerate | ſinners. 
To. the latter, it is the great inſtrument. employed by divine 
| wiſdom! for adminiſtering eonviction of fin. For, by the ſup- 
pofitiogh they are under the curſe of the law +,” and by 
the reaſoning of the apoſtle, che penal ſanction gives * ſtrength 
to ſin; it inveſts Gn with a kind of legal right to reign over the 
unhappy creature, who dared. to riſe up in criminal rebellion 
againſt the. righteous government of God. Now, how ſhall 
the a be convinced of his guilt, or appriſed of his dane 


; R t x Cor. 1 6. 

4 Gal, tit. 10. „They a OY ver y confuſed notions of the 1 who EY 
that threatenings, properly ſpeak: ng · make a part of it. Can any thing be more 
dear, than that the original denunciation of wrath was pointed at man only, in 
the event of his tranſgrefſing the holy commandment # ©, In the day thott 
eateſt thereof, thou ſhalr ſurely die were the words employed by God himſelf, 
when he would enforte his command with a moſt power fal ſanction. And did 
not the « execution of this ſentence upon our guilty progenitors precede. the firſt 

| - intimations of mercy; and conſequently, the firſt preaching of the goſpel? ir 
from hence it appears, that the threatening of death belongs to the law, how tome 
men to detach n from the law, and annex it to the goſpel? Is this a. proceeding 
in which they ean be juſtificd by any part of revelation? No ſatcly ! Perhaps 1 
| ſhall be told, that Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ſ ays, « He that believeth, ſhall be faved; © 
© he that believeth not, fall be damned, „Mark xvi 16 Very well. But how does 
it ſollow; that the threatening belongs to the poſp: ? Did not Jefis Chriſt diſplay 
the glories of the law before the eyes of ſecuro ſin inners, to awaken them to a ſenſe 
of fin and an apprehenſion of danger? It bath been juſtly obſcrved, that he ſpoke 
more of hell as a place of everlaſting torment to impenitent ſinners than all the 
preceding Prophets taken together. When therefore he ſays, the unbeliever 
ſhall be damned, the f meaning is, he remains under the curſe of the law, entailed 
on him as a tranſgreſſor; ; and alſo ineurs high additional puniſhment, in contemn- 
ing the authority of God, which, in conſequence of the revelation of merey by 
Jeſus Chriſt in the everlaſling goſpel, binds = to embrace a Saviour, and ſalva- 
tion by him. E £02 16 | 


E | ger ? 
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it may be, or however rent 1. may be exerted : not oy 5 
| the'perfuifive eloquence of the preacher, though he ſhould _ 
abound 1 in rhetorical | flowers, or in deep philofophical dif- 
cuſfions. Men only labour in the fire, and weary themſelves 
with very vanity, when they t think, by theſe means, to awaken 0 
ſinners, faft aſleep in floth, ſenſuality and ſecutity. It is the 
holy law of God albne, viewed in the form of a covenant of 
Works, Which urg ges on the firiner its original claim of perfect 
obedience, and not finding the ſinner able to anſwer that 
Gaim, dooms him to die eternally, and thereby "ſounds 
an effectual alarm 1 in the finner's ears. Hence, the impref- 
fon made on his mind; by the miniſtry of the law, appears in 
His pouring forth that pathetic exclamation, Who can dwell 
| *with deyouring fire, who can abide with everlaſting burn- 
« ings®! With great propriety then does the apoſtle ſay, b 
« By the law is the knowledge of fin ©. „The fervice hereby | 
rendered to the ſinner is moſt important; for, till he is 
convinced of his guile. and conſequent. danger, he will, ne- 
ver think of uſing any means of obtaining deliverance. Nay, 
from a fenſe of fin impreſſed on the conſcietice, by the 
operations. of the law, flows alſo a conviction of the want 
of _ perſonal righteouſneſs to juſtify. the ſinner before God. 
We confeſs, there may be tranſient impreſſions of the 
danger ariſing from tranſyreſſion, without any abiding 
views of the inſufficiency of our own righteouſneſs. But 
if the ſenſe of ſin be deep and affecting, it will always 
produce this correſponding effect. Now, when the goſpel, 
whoſe ſole and excluſive province it is to bring glad tidings to 
the fipner, reveals Jeſus Chriſt to him as a ſure and all- ſuff· 
cient ſaviour, what ſhould he do, in the ſituation we have been 
repreſenting, but take ſanQuary under the bleſſed covert of his 
Precious blood! ? If he ſees himſelf a dead 1 man in law, mou” 


b 1. x xxxiii, 14. | 3 Rom, i, 20. | g 
of 


SY 
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"af e and * he has no righteouſneſs. of his o own. to 
anſwer the demands of a broken, law, would he not. act the 
moſt fooliſh part imaginable, to reject an infinitely. perfect 
; rightcouſneſs revealed unto him in the goſpel, and brought 
: near in its free and unlimited offers, 5 Would he not, in 
this inſtance, be chargeable with deſpiſing the infinite mercy 
of God? An attention to this reaſoning will enable us to 
| penetrate into the true meaning of the Apoſtle, when he ſays, 
The law i is our School-maſter to lead us to Chriſt 2. For 
the law, in the production of the effects now ſpecified, name - 
ly a ſenſe of fin, and a conviction of the want of perſonal 
7 righteopſneſs, brings the ſinner to deſpair - of falvation by his 
own endeavours; and as ſoon as the goſpel holds out to him 
the righteouſneſs of another for juſtification, 1 the ſame au - 
thority of God, originally viſible in the promulgation 
of the law, now appears in binding the ſinner to accept of this 
righteouſneſs. Hence we read, This is the command of 
God, that we ſhould believe on the name of his Son Jeſus 
« Chriſt v.? We may eaſily ſee from this repreſentation, that 
the knowledge of the law is of vaſt importance to impenitent 
ſinners; and therefore its glories ſhould be from time to time 
diſplayed before their eyes by public teachers. For the ſame 
reaſon, the line of diſtinction is to be clearly drawn between 
the law, and the goſpel, that we may be thoroughly acquaint- 


ed with their diſtin departments. There are many aer 1 


tant religious duties incumbent on unconverted ſinners under 
the diſpenſation of the goſpel, ſuch as faith in our Lord Ties | 


Chriſt, and that repentance towards God, whereby the ſinner 


returns to him as his ſure and all- ſufficient portion, which 
could not have been known, without the revelation of divine 
mercy; and yet after th:y are known, the obligation to per- 
form them is, properly ſpeaking, deducible from the law of 
_ God. The meaning is, that the very {age authority 


' a Gal. iii, 24. b x John iii. 3. 
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binds the ſinner, under the diſpenſation of the goſpel, to be · 


neve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. By the ſame authority is he 
allo bound to repent of his ſins, and turn * unto God. And 

hence, all dutics, if we ſpeak with. accuracy and precilion, be- 
long not to the goſpel conſidered in its proper ſcnſe as 4 revela. 
 Honofa a ſcheme of mercy in Chriſt, but are reducible te the'law. 
The blending of theſe things, which are in hemſelves perfectiy 


this kind; while thoſe who are taught, not being able to dif. 
Eriminate, muſt feel the unhappy conſequences of this unna- 
tural mixture. Proceeding then upon the plan of keeping law 
and goſpel diſtin&tly i in our view, or aſſigning to each its diſ- 
tinct department, we may fee that the goſpel i is preached, ei- 
ther when doctrinal truths. are unfolded, and their influence 
on holineſs diſtinctiy marked out, or when the practical duties 

of our religion are enforced with motives truly evangelical. I 


A evangelical, otherwiſe the goſpel i is not preached ; ; and the ap- 
5 pointed medium of the communication of divine grace to the ſoul 
is not unfolded. | To exemplify this-remark, with regard to 
unconvetted ſinners. Are they commanded to believe in the 

name of the only. begotten Son of God? The goſpel repreſents | 
ſaving faith as the effect of an effuſion of the? /pirit of grace 
and ſupplicaticn. Andhence the faith of God's elect is elſe where, 
with great propriety, ſtyled er the gift of God e; nay ad gift 
"7 conferred forthe ſake of the Lord Jeſus., pg ſinners, im- 
| penitent ſinners, commanded to turn from the love of all fin in 
D heart, and the practice of all ſin in life, and to ſeek their ſu- 

preme felicity. in God ? The bleſſed goſpel exhibits Jeſus 


diſtinct, by public teachers, plainly proves, that a confuſion 
of ideas peryades their ſyſtem of thinking. upon ſubjects of 


ſay, practical duties are to. be enforced with motiues truly 


Chriſt, Exalted at the right hand of God ©,” with this very 
view, that he might appear to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 


3 Adis xvii 50. b Zech, xii. 0 Eph. il. 8. d Phil i 29. e Adds v. 3. | 
ces ED give 
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vince zepentance to Ifrael, as e a8 Reikon of fins.” The | 
Apoſtle enters deeply into this view, when he marks out the 
proper line of conduct which ought to be obſerved towards 
thoſe who are not only hoſtile to the great and diſtinguiſhing 
doctrines of the goſpel, but openly avow their hoſtility. * In 
te metkach inſtructing thoſe that oppofe” themſelves, if God, 
10 peradventure 2 will give them repentance to'the acknowledg- 
e ing of the truth, and that they may recover themſelves from 
© the ſnare of the devil, N 7 are taken deep 25 ** ar bis 
cc will. * * 11 e 
Age, a are men, finful | men, communded to and the Lord 
for their good ? The goſpel reproſents God as promiſing “o 
10 Ny 0 fear in their hearts b, and the bleſſed conſequence 
marked out is,“ they 1 ſhall not depart from Him.” In fine, there 
is not a ſingle duty required of any ſinner, which hath not a 
correſponding promiſe of grace attached to it in the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel. If any perfon calls in queſtion the truth of this 
aſſertion, I hall only beg leave to aſk him, what is the ſum 
of the whole moral law? To this intereſting queſtion, he 
ſurely eannot give a better anſwer than that already given by 
Jeſus Chriſt, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all 
vp thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyſelf +.” 
This demand, though founded in the principles of N 
equity and juſtice, may ſeem, to the unregenerate ſinner, to 
be ſo very high, that a compliance with it, on his part, is to- 
tally impracticable. And indeed, vie wing only his own re- 
ſources, natural or acquired, he would be perfectly right i in 
forming a concluſion of this kind. But he ought to be told, 
that the only jure and never failing reſource of a ſinneꝶ is, 
21, the boundleſs grace of God diſplayed in the everlaſting goſ- | 
pel. That this reſource will not fail him i in the preſent caſe, 
is apparent from ſacred writ : Wo And the La thy God will 


—— — — 


a 2 Tim. ii. 255 26, b Jer. XxKii, 89 Luke x. 27. 
| « circumciſe 


a bearts ads uit h al thy ful, wa thou ed hen,” 
e to-love the Lo: with all Mehr, ei eee e 
| :henfion that he will hate his neighbour. 
x | T flows as neceſfatily from a a 


Lee of watet er, hom: the overflowing. fountain. 
Thus we ſee there muſt be principle before we can, with any 


ſhadow of peaſar, expect eee unleſs « we ot into o the no- 


5 the morals it eee moſt pure and excellent, will be 
5 in nn ae eee e . up ſpontancouſiy of 
the rinciple ? Is not this juſt as abſurd 
may e exif without a cauſe ? And is this the 
.. boaſted philoſophy.of the age ? ? If we detach morality from re- 
bgion; we at as fooliſhly as a man who labours to raiſe afu- 
r without laying the foundation. For if we are at 
nich between wighs' and. morality, we muſt, by 
1 erſtand the duties we owe to men, and by the 
former i thaſe. gas obe God. Shall we therefore 
Se contend, that the true knowledge of our great Creator, con- 
ſtant Preſerver, and merciful Redeemer, 1s altogether unne- 
ry, while e ee a palſy ae wad e ve on to 


ons anolher? It i 
| Lat . of e he” Fs of 
morality y, without the;/an&icns of religion, hath been produc- 
due of the, moſt, baneful effects. Nay, our duty to God is 
not to be inculcated, without | motives drawn from the 
principles of the goſpel. Is it not agreeable to the plaineſt 
diickates of .reaſon, that man's active powers ſhould be rouſed 
into exertion by an addreſs to his intellectual powers? Is not 


1 1 


man an n intelligent agent ? Muſt he not therefore be excited 
n | a Deut. 21x. 6. 


to 
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1 rationai creatures. Hence they talk of the /elf determin- 
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348 they by moth 


; as he is a finner, theſe motives muſt be taken from the princi- F 


| ples of Chriſtianity 3 for there we learn, that it is the ſpirit / 
of God alone who can point out their proper force, and wake 
the Gnner feel their proper effect. Thoſe therefore who 
call upon ſinners to the performance of religious duty, with 


. ati 


| but unfolding clearly the evangelical motives 1 that ſhould' an- 


mate them in the performance, do not ſeem to conſider men 


ing power of the will. If che will has a power of determin- 
ing itſelf, without being regulated by the underſtanding, 
which is the leading faculty in the human ſoul, then man 
is degraded from the dignity he holds as a reaſonable crea- 
ture in the feale of e NE is reduced to che 1 8 of 


#4 1 


a brute. © feat 
| We alſo de, it the wolf Law's is of vaſt import 

to the ſaints of God. During the period of their connection 
with this world, though they are completely juſtified, yet 
in reſpect of ſanctification, they experience only a partial 
change. Hence the holy law, in its purity and extent of 
| juriſdiction, i is to be unfolded to them from time to time, for 
þ convincing them of the guilt which they contract, and ſertitig 
in a clear and ſtrong light, their remaining depravity of na- 
ture; that under the influence of theſe views, they may per- 
ceive the infinite need they have of renewing their applics-. 
tion to the blood of Chriſt for intimations of pardon, and 


to the grace depoſited i in his hands by che wiſdom and love N 


of the Father, for promoting their ſanctification. This is 
the life of faith on the Son of God, which will uſher in high | 


degrees of heavenly: joys: into their ſouls, and inſpire them 5 
with the moſt ardent deſires after the immediate viſion and 


full fruition of God in glory. And in proportion as, they 


feel theſe joys, ſuch will be their progreſs i in vital holinefs, 
and a ſuch their deſire to be ertenß elf uſeful upon earth 


Hence 


4 
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18 te enge we. may * the high, enormity . by. Hole 
ho contend, that believers, on their free juſtification, before 
So thropgh faith in the divine, the everlaſting righteouſ- 4 
ne {s.of Jeſus Chriſt, are releaſed. from, the obligation of. the 
law, a6 4 rule. of life. In this view eu, the Jaw. is the great 

N of excellence, and exhibits. to militant- faints the 
Lreat pattern aſter which they are. contioually to copy. In 
this views. the law is founded upon, the yer nature of God, 
| and can never ce fe to be binding, unleſs: we were to ſuppoſe 
"Ic 8 divine nature ace We replete; with! WKY 
aud abſurdity... .. 
#* To ſum up the hole 66; ht we BAY: "2 Lfl we 
have here a theatre on which the moſt brilliant. parts, the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed talents, may ſhine forth with increaſing . 
luſtre.” If the go/pe! be conſidered as the reſult of a wonder- 
ful ſcheme which originated. in the everlaſting councils of 
e hear the glad tidings it brings, in the free offer of 
pardon. and eternal life unto. guilty. condemned creatures.- If 
ve. contemplate i it more. particularly; as intended to diſplay 
and communicate the grace of God unto finvers of the human 
race, we are led into a view of i its diſtinguiſhing dodrines, 
and behold their chief glory, i in forming men into a ſtriking 
reſemblance to the bleſſed God. And finally, if we find the 
law neceſſary for awakening ſecure finners, or adminiſtering 
conviction and reproof to ſaints, the goſpel comes co their 
relief, reſpectiuely, holding forth pardon to the guilty by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and diſplaying all that fulneſs of grace which 
is ſuited to produce in the ſoul; the oy . to God 
| which the law requires. 

7 According to theſe views of the gel men can neyer the 
ſuppoſed to want an opportunity to preach it; nor can they 
have any ground to urge that futile and fooliſh reaſon 

' for an omiſſion of this kind, that the paſſage of ſeripture, 
| "1. which ſorms the ſubje of * diſcourſe, doth not lead to 
= 2 diſ- 


: ' 
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4 diſplay of the alc.” Jeſus Chriſt is « the great * 44 
all revealed truths. They are only ſo many lines drawn from 
the circumference, and all terminating in him. I am not 
ignorant, that to ſpeak in this manner, is to offend the gene- 
ration of the ungadly, and thoſe temporizing profeffors, who 
have a name to live while they are dead. L am alſo aware, 
that to appear boldly as an advocate for the true goſpel of 
the grace of God, is, to forfeit all character in the eſtimation 
of theſe men, for good ſenſe, and that wiſdom which the. . 


world ſo.much admires. But if I am only to acquire and 
tetain reputation by concealing br miſrepreſenting the pure 


AdeArines of the goſpel, let me, from this moment, for ever ; 


forfeit ſuch reputation. In my opinion, that man, Who la- 


bours to diſplay the goſpel in all its glories, and to exhibit 
its genuine and holy influence in the whole, of life, poſſeſſes. 


a truly noble. and dignified. charafter, whatever infidels = | 


thoſe of profligate morals may fay,. . 

Before diſmiſſing this part of the ſubſe we tt. in« 
auire, who are the perſons who are inveſted with a facred 
commiſſion to preach the goſpel ? Here we may apply 
what the. inſpired. writer ſays, © No man taketh this ho- 
„ nour unto himſelf, but he that is called of Cod, as way - 

te Aaron a;“ the meaning is, no man aught to take ſuch an 
| honour to himfelf, unleſs he be called of God. We ſpeak 
gt juſt now of the immediate and extraordinary commiſſion 
given by our, glorified Redeemer to his Apoſtles, but of the 

ordinary call which he gives, by his word and ſpirit, and the 
concurring diſpenfations of his providence, to thoſe paſtors, 

whom he appoints 10 preſide over the ſpiritual intereſts of 
his people, in the various ſueceeding ages of the New Tefs 
tament church. Jo enter upon a thorough diſcuſſion of this 
point, is no part of our preſent deſign. We ſhall only ſug- 
geſt ſome conſiderations, tending to exhibit- to our view the 


mob mann traits of their character. 
| a Heb. v 4. 


And, 
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NE 3 to preach the everlaſting gofpel, muſt be diſtinguiſhed | 


\ degree conformable + to his death, he is ſurely ill qualified for 


ö man will be in earneſt] in recommending to finners an object, 


dflice for Þ a piece of bread And O how poor and deſpi- | 

| cable are the mere emoluments of office ! -Surely, if ſupreme 
aid! ſupertative lore to Chriſt doth not habitually wide the 
miniſter of religion, little perfonal comfort can he enjoy, and 
; little Taccels i can be ſuppoſed to attend his public minifirations. 
1 can ſcarcely conceive any thing more awful, than preaching 

- 10 dthers an unknown Saviour, and an mexperienced ſalvation. 


| eompanied with a prevailing difpolition to dedicate himſelf to 
the ſervice. of God in the work of the goſpel, during the 
of this kiad at certain periods, while long intervals elapſe 


who would prove their call from God to enter on the holy 
15 miniſtry, « muſt live under its habitual influence. And hence, 


For the fake of riſing to ſome lucrative worldly employment. 
only detects the falſehood of his pretenſions, and difcloſes his 


7 N in general, perfectly applicable to the point before us, 


4 45 9 
And, in the: Grit place, thoſe who! ate en TIS 2 


by the boliſfon of the true and /aving knowledge of the 
den of | Cod. If a public teacher of religion do not 
Him ſelf know Jefus Chriſt ; if he do. not know him by 
the light of the ſpirit, in the power of his reſurreQion, 
and the! fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made in ſom? 


preaching his, goſpel to others. Is it to be ſuppoſed that a 


che glory and importance of which he himſelf never faw, : 
and an intereft in which, he never perceived to be in any de- 
gree necetlary ? A wan may eaſily get into the Prieft's 


"2dy. The true and ſaving knowledge of the Son of God, 
tity i in the candidate for the holy miniſtry, muſt be ac- 


whole period of life. | It i is not ſufficient to feel a diſpoſition 


without the perceptible operation of this principle. Thoſe 
the man, who, after engaging in this great work, reſigus it 
true character. What Jeſus Chriſt faid in another caſe, 


1 b 1 Sam. ii. 36. 
(60 No 


1 


0 1. man n put his hand to the plovgh, and e 

« back; is fit for the kingdom of God e. Hy; 
. gdh. To the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, and a ae 
af to ſerve him in the work of the goſpel during the 

| whole of life, muſt be ſuperadded a competent portion of 
gifts. Among the various ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, there is 
indeed a great diverſity of gifts. And this important circum- 
ſtance preſents us with a wonderful and beautiful diſplay of 
the unſearchable wiſdom of God; for the members of Chriſt's 
| ſpiritual body, to beedified by them, poſſeſs very different capas 
cities, But as it is the werde Vod, which above altother things 

is bleſſed for the edification of the ſaints, whether they be 
babes, young men, or. fathers in Chriſt, an acquaintance 
| with it is a qualification, which is indifpenfibly neceſſary in 
all thoſe who are called to the work of the holy miniſtry. . 

This ſeems to me to be the principal idea expreſſed by Paul 
in theſe inimitably beautiful words, © Unto me, who am leſs 
« than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould 
te preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 
e Chriſt4.” The word grace, here uſed, denotes a peculiar 
talent to expound the ſcriptures. It is by them alone, opened 
up and applied in the courſe of evangelicat preaching, that 
| the Holy Ghoſt convinces and converts ſinners, and edifies 


the members of Chriſt's ſpiritual body. 


4thly. In ordinary cafes, a call from the church to enter . 


on the work of the miniſtry, appears to be abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary. To invade the ſacred function, or to blend its impor- 
tant duties with the cares and bufineſs of a preſent life,” 
ſeems to be extremely dangerous. The Apoſtle Paul, writ- 


| ing to his fon Timothy, gives a ſolemn charge concerning 


miniſterial duties, which ought to be conſidered as directed 
to every public teacher of religion 5 wy Meditate on | theſe. 


e Luke ix 62. d Fph, iii. 7 | 
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£ | with the leaſt degree of propriety, to give'themſclves wholly = 

do che work of the miniſtry, 'who in for the ſpace of fix 
Aduays, employed in ſecular bufineſs? It is very weak to urge 
= an apology for ſuch conduct, that the Apoſtles wrought 

; with their own. hands; They did ſoy but then, they poſſeſſed , 

- miraculous: gifts. And have not theſe gifts long fince ceaſed 

in the church of Jeſus Chriſt? The work of the miniſtry is 
repreſented as a labour, nay, a8 the ſevereſt hind of labour ; 
nnd hence it is compare by our Lord to the very hard duty 


e his harveſt 8% The original Word here rendered end 
forth, would, according to its true meaning, be better tran- 


lecret but powerful energy of the Holy Spirit on their hearts. 
It is in this way, that actiye, indefatigable, and we may add, 


and unremitting exertion of the powers both of N and 


| | may ſometimes juſtify a departure from thoſe rules, which 


| miniſtry. What theſe are, does not Caſh within 920 e 


0 44). * 
ran, ive mpfer oben to bel chat thy piokiy 
* may appear to all4,”” How ean thoſe perſons” be ſaid, 


of men in the time of harveſt : The harveſt truly is plen- 
es teous, but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harveſt, that he will „end forth labourers into 


flated, thruft forth plainly intimating, that thoſe who are 
deeply ſenſible of the importance of the work, will not be for- | 
ward in undertaking it. They need to be excited to it by the 


ſucceſsful labourers in the Lord's harveſt, are formed. I ſay, 
indefatigable : for if any thing is ſignißed here by the word 
Jabeurers, it certainly expreſſes to us the idea of a conſtant 


of mind in the work of the Lord. Ae 
But though we inſiſt upon a call from the church in ordi- + 
nary caſes, there may be extraordinary circumſtances, which 


ought to be commonly obſeryed by every intrant into the 


Juſt now to aſcertain. 
5thly. All thoſe who have received a commiſſion Hom te 


4 4 1 Tim. iy. 16. | e Matth, is. 37, 38. 
Lord 


7 wy A 
Lord Jeſus. — the golpel; will; ba-ank 
. mated with a holy zeal for the advancement of his glory. Tb 
pride of philoſophy, and the paſſion for worldly riches and. | 
pleaſures, will be ſupplanted by ſervent {ove to the adorable 3 


Redeemer. | And under the influence of this principle, a 


bold and well regulated zeal Will make i its appearance, and 
maintain its ground. Hence, the ſervants of the Lord Jeſus 
will not think any ſacriſice they are capable of making, too 
valuable in the cauſe of the goſpel: Their reputation, their 
property, and even their lives are comparatively things ok 
| little moment. When providence ſmiles moſt upon them: 
and fills their cup of worldly joy as it were to the brim, Jeſus | 
poſſeſſes a complete aſcendancy in their hearts. Hence, even 
in theſe circumſtances, they ſay, Chriſt is our all in alli. And 
when their ſituation is reverſed, and nothing but afflictions, 
bonds, impriſonment and death await them, they breathe forth 
the ſame ſpirit which appeared in holy Paul, when he ſaid, 
« None of all-theſe things move me, neither count I my life 
* gear unto me, ſo that I may finiſh my courſe with joy; and 
BME... the miniſtry which I have received*of the Lord Jeſus, to 
e teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God .“ 1 
only add, for completing the illuſtration of this branch of 
the ſubject, that all thoſe commiſſioned by the Lord Jeſus to 
preach the everlaſting goſpel, will be fired with a noble ambi- 


tion to gain over ſinners to him, by their holy livet, as well as 


by their holy doctrine. The immoral life of a Clergyman is 
not only a ſuſpicious circumſtance, but it ſtrongly and decided-, 
ly proves, that he was never called to the work of the holy 
miniſtry. Common ſenſe may tell us, that he is indeed very 
- unhit for apprifing others of the danger ariſing from a ſinful 
courſe, who is himſelf drinking up iniquity, as the thirſty ox 
drinketh up the water. That man therefore who is ſuperficial - 
in his attainments, and di Helute i in his . is a diſgrace to 


Ff Col. iii. iT, g Acts xx. 24. 


the 


1 pu 15 | 8 
Aer. Inftead of doing good, he doch N inhoite | 


eden 


witchief, On the other band, a holy life, eſpecially of a 


' miniſter of the goſpel, is a powerful and a per/ua) 


and it is much better calculated for flencing infidels, and pur- 


ting to, Fight this army of the aliens, than all the- volumes 


which, have been written againſt them for a century paſt. 
Hear ide words of Jeſus Chriſt, © Let your light ſo ſhine,” the 
light of your holy. converſation and practice, „before men, 


N that they may ſee your gooc works, and glorify your Father 


1 who. is in heaven h.“ Such appear to me to be the ingre - 


# 


dients, which enter aq: the character of thoſe. who are com- 


e by the Lord Jeſus, to preach the everlaſting goſpel, 


We are now, agreeably to our general plan, to aſcertain the 
Wks of that commiſſion which the Lord deſus gives to his 


feryantsin the holy miniſtry, “ G0 into all the world] preach 
& the goſpel to every creature.” A ſmall degree of common 


ſenſe, unaccompanied with the Ad of criticiſm, will be ſuſſi ö 


deient to determine, that by every creature, we are to under- 
ſtand every rational creature. It is to men, to the ſons and 


daughters of men, viewed as tranſgrefſors, that the goſpel 


brings glad tidings of great joy. But to arrange our thought 
on this. branch of the ſubject, we obſerve, - | 

bn the firſt place, that this expreſſion, Preach the . to 
every creature, is equivalent to that other uſed in the goſpel 
of Matthew, and way be fairly interpreted by it, „Go ye, 
« therefore, teach all nations i.” For a long ſeries of ages, the 


owledge of the true God, and of the redemption of loſt 


men by the promiſed Me ſſiah, was confined to the poſterity of 
Abraham, according to the ſte ſn. Hence the inſpired writer 
| informs us,“ He ſheweth his word unto. Jacob, his ſtatutes 
u Abd his judgements unto Iſrael; he hath not dealt ſo with 
« any nation k. This mode of procedure was calculated to 
diſplay the wiſdom of God, and to render. it eminently illuſ- 


h Matth, v. 16. 3 Matth. xxviil. rg, k * exlvil, 19 0 
| | tous 


(mn) 


triows; both in b introduction and eſtabliſhment of chat 85 14 
ritual kingdom which was to embrace ſome of all nations, aud 
over whoſe ſpiritual intereſts the great Meſfiah, as the King of 
Zion, was to preſide. Every converſion among the Gentiles 
in ancient times, though effected in an extraordinary way, was 5 
a prelude to their general converſion upon the death of the 
great Immanuel. And even our Lord himſelf, during the 
days of his perſonal miniſtry upon earth, purſued ſuch a con- 
duct as may lead reflecting men to conclude, that it was his 
intention to extend the bleſſings of ſalvation to the bindende 
= nighted Gentiles. By an attention to his hiſtory, 2 as delincated 
in the oſpels, we find that he ſpent the firſt year of his pu- 
blic miniſtry in Judea properly ſo called. To this important 
circumſtance, the Evangeliſt alludes, when he tells us, He 
came to his own, and his own received him not i.. In the | 
ſecond year of his public miniſtry, he made an excurſion into 
Galilee, and rendered that northern province the ſcene of his | 
ſtupendous miracles, and the ſeat of the glorious doftrines 
which he preached n. But i in the third year, he viſited the 
confines of Tyre and Sidon; 3 and there exhibited a wonder- 
ful trophy of his ſaving grace, in bringing a woman, who was 
a Syrophenician, a poor Gentile, not only to manifeft the ſin- 
cerity, but alſo the // ength e of her faith. Read the hiſtory of 
this aſtoniſhing affair, as diſtinctly detailed by the Erangeliſt 
Matthew. And it hath been thought by critics, that he 
| ſpent about half a year in theſe parts, preaching the goſpel ot 
peace, Did he not, by this conduct, give a kind of infima- 
tion, that the treaſures of his mercy were to be diſpenſed to 
the Gentiles, who, while unenlightened by the goſpel, are 
ſtrongly deſcribed as without God, without Chriſt, and with-⸗ 
out any ſolid, rational, or well grounded hope in the world of 
But a farther intimation of his kind intentions to the Gentiles 
may be collected from the ever-memorable words which he | 


Jahn i. Tt. m see John i iv. 3, nn Matth. xv. 22—59. o Eph. ji, 12. : 


1 „„ . 0 


8 5 hit way. to Mount Calvary | After directing the 
daughters pf Jeruſalem to turn their preſent  forrow: into 2 j 
Proper, channel, he adds, „ Bchold the days are coming, in 

che which, they ſhall fay, Bleſſed are the barren, and the 


* womb that never bare, and the pape? which never gave Tuck, 


16. 


| * Then ſhall, they begin to ſay to the mountains, fall on us, 


and to the hills cover us; for if they do theſe things s in 


| C a green tree, hat ſhall be done in the dry \F a 


- In theſe, words, the moſt awful and deſolating judgements 
the city Jeruſaleta and its inhabitants are evidently 


predicted by our Lord. And the actual infliction of them, 
fſuyzppoſed the final abolition of the ciyil and ecclehaſtical polity 
4 of the Jews; for their city and temple were the real centre 
of both: but Jeſus Chriſt muſt have a ch 

2 and moon endure. If therefore, the Jews. are to he deſerted 

; 28 a nation; this very deſertion, carries an intimation of an 

8 approach to the Gentiles, and of the extenſion to them. of \ 
the bleſſings. of mercy .and falvation. | To throw additional J 


urch, while ſun 


"light upon this ſentiment, we muſt beg your attention for a | 
Hirte, to the language employed by the inſpired author of the | 


epiſtle to the Hebrews: “ Wherefore Jeſus alſo, that he 


might ſanctiſy the people with his own blood,” expiate the 
uilt of their iniquities, . ſuffered without the gate? The 
important expreſſion here is, that he ſuffered, without the 


4 gate. We have jult now been remarking, that our bleſſed 
- Redeemer, in going out of the gate of the city to ſuffer, left 


the city and its inhabitants under an awful curſe. And now 
we have the high authority of the ſpirit of inſpiration, for | 
- afferting the infinite importance of this circumſtance. He tells | 
us, that it was not only neceſſary that Jeſus ſhould ſuffer, but 
2 that he ſhould /uffer without the gate. And this neceſſity 

aroſe from the relation, conſtituted by God himſelf, between 
the type and the antitype. In the typical ſacrifice of expiation 


"hoe referred to, namely the ſin-offering, the victim was firlt 
8. "=, "0 LURE xxl, 27 „ * 
| | e in 


6 


lain at the ltar, Jnd itw-blood preſented e 
of thetabernacle; becaufe atonement was thereby ſuppoſed to 
be made for the whole congregation. When this operation was 
| finiſhed, the body of tlie victim, by the particular command 
of God, was burned without the camp. In the firſt inſtance; 
we ate not to trace an analogy between the type and tha 
antitype. For the Lord Chriſt did not ſhed his infinitely pre- 
tious blood; or offer himſelf, in the Jewiſh tabernacle z bat 
he ſuffered tit hout ihe gate, to ſhow that the very plate « of 
his ſufferings correſponded to the place where the body of the 
fin-offering;- In ancient times, was confumed by fie z and 
the . here deferves to be unfolded- With this 
view, let e be remarked; that Jefus Chriſt would hereby 
prove, that it wif not bis intention, to confine the iueſti- 
mable bleflings of his death unto the Jet, but io extend 
them to all ele? Annes, whether found àmong jews or 
Gentiles,” among Barbarians, or Seythians, hond or free. 
Theſe are the happy perfons, who are denominated his 
people v; his 4 chureh; and his : body. The Apoſtles, after 
the wonderful effufion of the ſpirit on the day of Penteeoſt, 
and at other times, in which they ſhared ſo richly, were ca- 
pable of entering into theſe great views of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
of tealizing them in the courſe of their miviſtry, For 
though they began with preaching the goſpel to the Jews, 
agreeably to the inſtructions given them by their riſen, and 
glorified-* Redeemer; yet, when they, inſtead of receiving. 
the truth in the love of it, that they might be ſaved, contra- 
_ dicted and blaſphemed, the Apoſtles immediately turned 
unto the * Gentiles. Indeed, prior to the miraculous quts 
pouring of the ſpirit, on the day of Pentecoſt, the conyerſion 
of the Gentiles is repreſented as a great myſtery, which had : 
been hid in God from the foundation of the world. For 
though their converſion, in Sener was predicted by, the 
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and: their equal v participation of evangelical privileges with | 


too bleim its high: and diſtinguiſhed privileg 
lied. For national character, in s reſpect, founds no 


N 8 ) Ek 
of yen d. or manner of their converſion, 


the Jews, were completely ſecreted from every one of the 
human race, till the middle wall of partition was actually 
broke down, by the death of Immanuel. Hence the erro- 


neous ideas entertained” upon this ſubject, by the moſt en - 


ph ligltened- of the ancient Jews. They imagined, that the 


Gentiles were firſt to be proſelyted to Judaiſm, and then, in 
conſequence-of a public, profeſſion of this religion, were to 


ſhare in the privileges belonging to God's viſible church upon 
earth Hut they never dreamed of an equa/ization of ſpiri- 


tual privileges. This was a myſtery, the revelation of which 
vas reſerved for the New Teſtament church. Its conſtitu- 
tion appeared in an equal extenſion of ſpiritual bleſſings to 
Jew and Gentile, to Barbarian and Scythian, bond and free. 
The rudeſt nations under heaven have, upon hearing the 


everlaſting goſpel preached to them, as good an external right 
rivileges, as the moſt po- 


ground of diſcrimination. Andi indeed, there is no reaſon, 
that a circumſt ande of this kind ſhould create any difference 
with regard to ſpititual- privileges :. For all men, of Whom 
nations are compoſed, are, by nature, in the fame ſtate of 


guilt and condemnation before Cod. The mere external ci- 


vilization of ſome cannot make any alteration in this reſpect. 


Nay, when their outward privileges are not properly im- 
proved, their poſſeſſion only ſerves to mark out the proprie- 


tors of them, as more criminal in the ſight of God. Of this 


temark, we have a ſtriking example in the hiſtory of the | 


ancient Grecks and Romans. They valued themfelyes on 


ccount of the cultivation of the arts and ſciences, above all 
the ſurrounding nations, whom they held in the utmoſt con- 
tempt 3 and expreſſed that contempt by the general uſe of the 


V Eph, in 3.—5. x Col in. 11. Gal, ll 28, 
12 | ; term 
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n afians 5: a term which they duppoded: perlecliy ap - 
— And pet, of all nations under heaven, 

none ſeem to have been more addicted to idolatry, or more 
entirely loſt to all ideas of the true God, than theſe very na- 
tions, who thought themſelves the two eyes of the world. 
The Greeks are ſaid to have had thirty thouſand deities ; and 
the Romans, in the very zenith of their outward glory, ad- 
mitted the gods of the nations they conquered, into the liſt 
of deities whom they were to worſhip. Nay, it hath been 
affirmed, apparently upon good authority, that in the very | 
Auguſtan age, the Epicurean ſyſtem, which ſuppoſes the world 
to have been formed by a fortuitous concourſe of atoms, 
generally prevailed among the great and learned men in the 
city of Rome. Where then was their boaſted claim of ſupe- 
riority for ſpiritual privileges to other nations? When the 
goſpel therefore was preached to the Greeks. and Romans, 
attended with the power of God, its triumphs over their 


deep ignorance, their groſs idolatry and ſuperſtition, were as - 


glorious, as when it captivated ſome of the rudeſt and moſt 
| unpoliſhed nations 3 nay, in ſome reſpects more glorious; | 
| for, abſtracting from other conſiderations, their pride of phi · 
| loſophy, one of the moſt powerful obſtructions to the ſpopeb 4 
of the goſpel, was completely ſubdued.  _ | 
. ' Nothing however is more plain, than that the. goſpel, is. 
3 now to be preached to all nations of the earth, as far as an, 
opportunity may be afforded in the courſe: of divine provi- 
dence. The words of the text, taken in connection with 
the parallel paſſage in ! Matthew. already referred to, prove 
this point, beyond all. reaſonable doubt Nay, they eſtabliſh + 
another important fact, that this goſpel muſt continue to be 
preached till the end of the world. Here is the command 
of our glorified Redeemer, enjoining the obſervance of this 
| important ** and here is his promiſe, ſecuring aſſiſtance 


v Xxviii, 9, 20. | | | 
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"Cook e — — the preſent day, are animate imate 
With the very laudable, the gol like zeal, 9 
tidings of ſalvation to heathens in diſtant lands, defire more 
ample encouragement? The undertaking on which they en. 
en. is arduous ; but let them be of good cou age, Jeſus, 
cho is God over all, and bleffed for evermore, W is engaged 


intthis undertaking. On him, let them have all their depen- 
4 age _ V him; their endenvours will be crowned” with 
$116; 4 1399: 1 e e N "de ES I SI CELEEAL | 3 bm 32% et 


. n This expreſiion, preach reer, every creature, not 
| de inveſts winitters with a commiſſion; to diffuſe the glad 

4 F ſalvatio among all nations, but alſo among 3 all the 

| different coſe of perſont, of which each of theſe nations is 

- compoſed: Kings and great men, intoxicated with the idea 

of cheir elevated ſituatibn, often di ſcover deep forgetfulneſs 
of God, and criminal indifference to their own everlaſting 
| intereſts and yet, ſuch is the boundleſs ſovereignty of di- 
vine grace, that they are called to ſhare in the Breat falvation 
chaſed with” the price of redeeming blobd. And when 
| 2 uche external call of the goſpel, addreſſed to them, is accom- 
3 panied with the faving j power of the Holy Ghoſt, they be- 
| | come nat only' bright ornaments of civil ſociety, but the 
5 glory of the church of God upon earth. Every event of this 
= kind Which happens, i is very important, and proves beyond 
. contradiction, that the Devil is diſpoſſeſſed of his ftrongef 
45? bold. For Turely it muſt be allowed, that thoſe who more 
a] In the higher ſpheres of life, meet with temptations peculiar 

to the mſelves; temprations, the obvious tendency of which 
is, to divert their minds from the conßde ration of every thing 
W ſerious. But divine grace hath already triumphed glerimſh 


in ſubduing many Po of this „ to the obe: 
dience 


q — 


| 


u 
ce of an humble faith; and doubtleſs, the words of an. ZÞ 
at prophecy, wall be thy nurſing fathers, and 
= hae" ms, thy nurſing” "mothers 2, wer! Ro me 1. 
their eden aotomiplifetett.” CANTER 
pPerſons in the loweſt clafſes of life are 0 excluded from 
a ſhiare in the bleſſings of redemption; nay, it ſeems to be the 
peculiar glory of the goſpel, that the glad tidings it brings are 
announced to perſons of this deſcription and very often, are 
highly reliſhed by them. Hence, one of the diſtinguiſhing 


cCharacteriſties of our Lord's miniſtry was, © To the poor is the 


0 goſpel preached * And the Apoſtle James, guided by the 
ſpirit of Jeſus, acquaints us with the ſucceſs which the goſpel 
met with from this claſs of perfons, . Hearken my beloved bre- 
s thren, hath not God choſen the poor of this world, rich in 
4 faith, and heirs of the os as wheat FRE! Nor 6 er wege to 
4 them that love him d? ?? 
After this repreſentation, it would be . weak to 
E urn that perſons belonging to the middling claſs of life, 
were debarred all acceſs to the bleſſings of the goſpel.” The 
| expreſſion, every creature, evidently comprehends them as well 
as others. How pleaſant then' is it to think, that to whatever 
nation or country holy miſſionaries go, to ſpread the'divine 
religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, there is not a fingle perſon of 
any deſcription, in that nation or country, to whom they are 
not authorized, by our riſen Redeemer, to preach the ever- 
laſting goſpel; and conſequently, to make a tender of the 
bleſſings of ſalvation? And if God ſhall honour them to be 
happily inſtrumental in the converſion of one ſinner of any 
rank, their gain will far exceed the A of ten thouſand 
wetldstt 1192572364 2t 7 
In the zd andlaft wb. upon this branch of the ſabjea, we 
may fairly conclude, from the words before us, that the com- 
miſſion of miniſters to preach the goſpel, extends to fi nners * 


> Ia, Kir. 23. 2 Matth xl. . d James ii. 5. 


* all 


: 
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the beaſts of the field than creatures endowed with the ſuperior 
prineiple of reaſon, they are called to hearken iw the hure 1 


O men, I call, and my voice is to the ſons of men e: Ho! 


5 fecond verſe, but thirſteth after worldly pleaſures, riches 70 
huonurs, come ye to the waters, and he that bath n 


Lord in the New Teſtament : Come unto me, all ye that 
4 labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt ©,” It 


invitation to ſenſible ſinners; firſt, becauſe i in ſacred ſcripture, 


iniquity, and not with a deep ſenſe of it, is perfectly evident, 


ceding context, the Lord repreſents them as more ſtupid than 


| ribs hg dr . | [ 
of human nature appears in them, by their living more. like 


voĩce of Jeſus Chriſt in the everlaſting goſpel. To. eftabliſh 
/this ſentiment; upon the moſt ſolid foundations, we beg your at 
tention to the following paſſages of ſcripture; ( Unto von, 


« every one that thirſteth a,“ not after ſpiritual and heayen!y 
bleffings, as is evident e the reprehenſion given them in the 


money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine . | 
1 milk, without money and without price. The free, Foll, 
and unlimited offer of ſalvation by Jefus Chriſt to the very | 
worlt of men, is hence extremely apparent. The ſame de- 
lightful truth is ſupported. by the high authority of our 


is to the laſt degree abſurd, to reſtrict this kind and endearing 


men are deſcribed as labouring and heavy laden, who, inſtead 
of having a juſt ſenſe of ſin, are funk into a ſtate of the ut- 
moſt inſenſibility with regard to ſpiritual and eternal things. 
The Lord, by the Prophet Iſaiah, addreſſes ſome ſinners be- 
longing to the ancient viſible church, in theſe remarkable words, 
« Ah! ſinful nation, a people /aden with iniquity f.“ That 
the expreſſion here denotes their being laden with the guilt of 


both from the preceding and following context. In the pre- 
the very ox or the aſs's x and. in the following context, they 


e Prov, vl. a 41. . 1. e Matth. 11 48. f 16a. 4. glf.i 3 
Os Lot 0 | are 


„ * 


are thus characterized; f ſeed of evil doers; children FW 
4 are cortupters.” Nay, ſo great were their enormities, and 
| ſo little beuſe of them did they diſcover, that they are deno- 
nminated, * the rulers of Sodom, and the people of Gomorrah. * 
Theſe ſurely are not the ſymptoms diſcoverable by men, on 
whoſe hearts deep impreſſions of the evil of fin have been made 
by the hand of God. Again, in the prophecies of ee | 
we have theſe elegant and energetic words, © Behold, is it 
« not of the Lord of Hoſts, that the people ſhall — — 
«very fire, and weary themſelves for very vanity *!?. Is not 
this a moſt lively deſcription of men ſeeking reſt in the eager 
purſuit: of worldly enjoyments, and finding none! And yet 
the rde, here Pome are HI as n and 
3 But Sie; is the 99 ectling to FS 2 high ab- 
# furdity of | confining the warm invitation of our Lord, to 
pans: we have already referred, unto ſenſible ſinners; it is 
| this, that the-glory of free ſovereign grace, upon a ſuppoſition 
of this kind, is exceedingly eclipſed, and a ſecret. ſuſpicion 
inſinuated, that God never makes the firſt approach to the 


WU finver; 26 if he were to limit the diſplays of his mercy, by 


the diſpoſitions poſſeſſed and diſcovered by man. Surely * 
* Ifaiah, | notwithſtanding all his deep penetration, was never 

able to penetrate into this ſcheme of doctrine, otherwiſe he 
would not have taught what ſeems to pull it up by the very . 
roots: * I am ſought of them that aſked not for me; I am 

found of them that ſought me not g. And, indeed, nothing 
|. can be more pernicious to the ſouls of men, or more evidently 
| ſubverſive of the ſcheme of mercy by Jeſus Chriſt, than to 
teach publicly, that previous diſpoſitions to virtuous conduct, 
or recommending qualifications to the divine favour, muſt be 
. by ſinners, prior to their coming to the Saviour. What 


h in l. ' 1 ͤ Hab il. 13. k If IV. t. 
# it will be eaſily perceived, that the expel here uſed 15 ironical, 
| previous 


9 4 


the dreadful crime ien. Thatirece 


| ty by the grace of the- ; rd Jeſus 2 Was (he not 1 


n, when the Redeemer of loſt men 


dompanied theſe words 


fitting at the receipt of cuſto 
N * ? and: 1 e N 


ſaid unto bien, e Follow 


| with the ſaving power of the Holy Cheſt 7 The publicans at 


that time were reckoned among the worſt of men; beeauſe of 


the many acts of fraud, extortion, and peculation, of which I 


e,; from t 


they were guilty. It is highly p 


| ſtances of Matthew's converſion, 28 detailed by bimſelk, and 


ther Evangeliſts, Mark and Luke, that prior to his being 


EN 
chlled'by Jeſus Cbriſt, 


important circumſtance v bi ch happened immediately after his 
converſion, when Jeſus was ſitting at meat in his houſe;z name- 
"ly; that there was a great company of publicant, who eame and 


| fat donn wih him; And chat the character of theſe publ | 


cans was very infamous, appears partly from the complection 


ol their aſſoc iates, denominated by himſelf and Mark o, „ Ginners, 


_ notorious ſinners, flagitious offenders; and partly. from the 
queſtion propounded by the Phariſees to the diſciples, © why 
« eateth your maſter with publicans -and-/finners ? What 


previous diſpoſitions of a yirtuous kind did Zaccheus poſſeſs 
prior to his hearing from the mouth of Jeſus Chriſt theſe - 


words of unuterable joy, Come down Zaccheus, for to-day 
I muſt abide at thy houſe ® “And ſogy; after, the Saviour 
| added, « this day is ſalvation come to this houſe.” - - Zaccheus 
was the chief among the publicans; and that in his unconverted 
eſtate, he was not reſtrained from the commiſſion of crimes 


I Ads xvi. 31; m Adds xvi. 27. n ee 0 Math is, 10. Mark ü. 15. 
p 62 xix. 5, 9. 
by 


he was no better than his brethren of | 
the fame proſeſſion. For all of them take notice ofthe very 


ang 


4 * * ; 
Hee, is too evident, to be calle 


„Lord, the half of my goods 1 give to the poor; and if I have 


t taken any thing from any man by falſe accuſation, l reſtore him 
« fourfold? A bare ſuppoſition of this kind would Rave been 


| bfard; if 18 bad not been chargeable with fraudulent ptac. 


dee how. ad de ho male, alice nen 
power of 1 grace upon his heart: © Behold, 


tices. And finally, what recommending qualifications ad - 


Mary Magdalene, out of whom were caſt ſeven'devils, poſſeſs; 
or Saul the petſecuitor, when he was apprehended by divine 


- mercy near to the city Damaſcus;; and conſequently, near to 
the ſcene of all the cruelties he intended to exerciſe on the 


ſaints of God? In conformity to this view of things, we find 


the blood of out Lord, in ancient prophecy, repreſented « Asa 


| © fountain opened to the houſe of vid, and inhabitarits of 
| « Jerdſalem,# that is, ategfbls to fiiners of all ſorts ; but if 
the doctrine we are diſproving had any foundation in truth, 
| it would be à fountain /ealed, of ſo feuced round with antece- 


dent conditions and preparatory qualifications, as to be ren- 


| ered totally inaccefflble to the impure ſons of men: It is 
therefore aſtoniſhing, deeply aſtoniſhing, that a ſentiment ok. 


this kind fhould prevall among men, who not only profeſs. _ 


” belief of revelation, but alſo put in ſuch a high claim for the 
powers of teaſon, as if they were the /e and excluſr ve pro- 


prie tors of them. If the exiſtence of theſe previous quali- 2 


| fications were Allowed, fot the ſake of atgument, muſt they 
| not atiſe either from out own ſtrength, or from the ſuperna- 
tural agency of the Holy Ghoſt ? It is impoſſible that they « can 


ſpring from our perſonal ſtrength, unleſs we are diſpoſed flatly 
to contradict the teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, who aſſures us, 
that in our fallen eſtate u, we 47e without frength, to perform 
any one good thing. And if they are the fruits of the ſaving 


operations of the ſpirit upon the mind, they are to be ranked 


1 oy of our obtaining plenary — of ſin through. 


q Rom. v 6, 8 
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5 the e. And f een to. © 
ners proceeded. on this principle, of n 


0 would. never. come at all Or if we could ſuppoſe it poſſible 
61 for them to come, the 


ä f ad "Holy Ghoſt with money: To whom it was ſaid: - 6c thy 


1 1 am the Lord 51 


therefore beware of attempting to intercept any part of 


only; eee we. poſſeſs, prior to our union with the 


deme poverty and indigence ʒ and the only recommendation is, | 
| that of inexx 
| that this i is bold unfounded aſſertion. Thoſe WhO think lo, } 
muſt be told, that the conclufon-they: form is'too rapid; nd 
"% withouta ſpeedy retractation of it, they muſt make a/precipitate | 
| and diſhonourable retreat from the ground they now occupy. | 
Doth not our glorified Redeemer tell the Church of Laodices, 
55 that the was Apis and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 


1 5 part of ee eee not this to be her real-fituation! 3 
ls it poſſible for imagination to figure a more awful. eſtate! | 
But though the fithation| was exceedingly deplorable, yet it 


| tion here then is, | how was mercy to be extended to her? Was 


_ Yiour, till ſuch; melioratioq of moral 4 coming 1 aue 
as tended. to recommend them to the divine favour, they 


y would meet with the ſame reception A 
experienced by Simon Magus, when he thought to purchaſe 


EY ;periſh with thee”) To each of them it Would 
ſaidz thy righteouſneſs pe f with thee! God hath pro- | 
claimed, 2s: with an audible yoice,. from. the heavenly world, 
hat is my name: and my glory will I not 
45 give to another . If ever ſinners are ſaved, the whole 
ry. of their ſalvation muſt be aſeribed to Goc, Let us 


that glory to ourſel e 


, leſt we periſh in the attempt. The 
us, if it be awful to call them by that name are er- 


reſſible wretchedneſs. Perhaps, it may be thought, | 


© and naked: ic and what formed by far the moſt conſiderable | 


was not beyond the hope of mercy. The intereſting que 


Lale r Ads vill, 20. ' 5 Ifa, xli, 8. 5 t Rev, M 7 
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Gesees 25 No ſuch Sederst ie en the 
other hand; is ir not as plain as any thing can be, cat 2. 
E the i is in the inconeeivably dreadful ſituation juſt now-repre- | 
ſented, the tinfinitely gracious Lord ſays to her, 1 oounſel 
« thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt 
_ ® berichz/and white raĩment that thou mayeſt be elothedʒ and 
i that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not appear; "ants anoint 
"86 thine eyes with eye ſalve that thou mayeſt ſee PT: 
Having cleared away ſo much rubbiſb, let us now pro 
60 invite he chief of ſinners, the worft of men, to come to the 
Saviour, by two very ſtriking examples from ſacred writ. 

| Manaſſeh, King of Judah, is the firſt character we ſhall hold 

* W quoted Of all the prinees who ever lived in the 

| Id, perhaps there was not one, conſidering his cireum- 

* Aadcch who exceeded him, in acts of impiety. His enor- 
mities ſeem to have been unparalelled at that time. For as if 
idolatry, which under the Jewiſh theocraey, was deemed a 

capital crime, had only been eonſidered by him as a light and 

trivial offence, he carried his daring oppoſition to the deity to 

| ſuch a height, that he ſet up a graven image of the grove he 

had made, in the very temple which had, in the moſt folemn 
manner, been conſecrated to the worſhip of the living God; 

and erected altars in the courts of God's houſe to thoſe ima- 

 ginary divinities, who were ſuppoſed to preſide over the hea- 

venly bodies. Here was idolatry, groſs idolatry, combined 
with a ſacrilegious attempt of appropriating to idols the very 

place which had been devoted to the ſervice of the true God. 4 
But we have not yet come to the termination of his wicked: 1 1 
neſs. He cauſed his children to paſs through the fire in the 

valley of the ſon of Hinnom; that is, he murdered them; by 
offering them up in ſacrifice to Moloch; he uſed enchant- 
ments, and entered into a confederacy with rhe devil; and to 


ee e Repreſentation of the Grove, ö 
| 0 2 | complete 


* 


7 


„% pn F 
plete - his wnetched.charaQeer, he ehe inluene 


© wf.hi-quehariey to ſoppom a ſyſtem of iniquity, thereby giring 
mie proceedings the colour of lay, and to ſhed blood almoſt 
Without meaſure, But when, in the courſe of divine (provi 
et enge, this grand. rebel exchanged his palace for 2 priſon, and 


tbe xigours. of an, ignominious. captivity, he was 

| hy. 5 the power of divine graces to. ive and nente 

| fore the Lerd God of his Fatbers, on the account. of. it; and 
that lan _whic nphed fo gloriouſiy in he appre 
pfior "af fagh. a daring e Fender, bun, past 0 diſplay i in 


diere mine and more in kjs be alf, 


deten h/ him in this world. Tbe juſtneſs ot of this amen 
rs of his hiſtory, 2s given us by the Holy Ghoſt, bot 


in he frond book 975 inge nee 9088 ſecond ? book 
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W 0 nner, -wie-introng: emen to theſ 

morabl words, , Tho reſt oſ the acts of Manaſſeb, 
ie nd hi prayer ant bur God 7,” his God in coyenant, © arc 
© they nat recorded in the book of the Kings of Iſrael?" | 
Sill more. explicit are the words. which follow, . His prayer 
5c alſo, and how God was intreated of him,- are written 


d E ig the rs of the ſeers. Here we have an un- 


' - equivocal, proof, chat the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication was 
bat out upon him. For God hears no prayers which 

are not dictated by his- own ſpirit. Hence Paul tells us, 
9 The ſpirit helpeth our inſirmities; for we know not what 
ve would pray ſor as we ought but the ſpirit itſelf 
32 waketh interceſſion! for us, with groanings' which cannot 
wy be. uttered- And he that ſearcheth the hearts, knoweth | 
Kn is the mitid of the ſpirit z becauſe. he maketh inter- 


Loe xx), 118. "xs Chron, tri, tar, y 2 cron. xxxiii, 18, 
FUE e inf heres +/+, ® ceſſion 


- 


i-th 


th aan he this . the will of Soden To f 
theſe eyidences of Manaſſeh's found converſion, add the very 
important. circumſtance taken notice of by the inſpired IE 
Vxiter, Then Manaſſeh knew that the Lord he was God *,7 | 


. Saul, the Phariſee, afterwards called Paul, was. ſoch ano- | 


et illuftzjous trophy of the riches of ſovereign grace in 
Chriſt Jeſus. In the days of his Judaiſm, be far exceeded 
Al the other Phariſces, in a pretended regard to the letter of 
- the law, and to the traditions of the elders j yet ſo oteted- 
iogly blind was he to the glory of Chriſt, and ſo full of deep 


malignity, that he thought he could never do enough, to 


ſully che luſtre of his renowned fame. Nay, had his power 
been equal to his jnclination, he would have adliterated the 


| very remembrance of Jeſus Chriſt in the vorid. Are ve not 


wes 


told. chat he, beyond meaſure, perſecuted the church of Gad 
5 dragged the humble follo e 
ſuch as were weak among them to blaſpheme ; and was ſo 
exceedingly mad in his: zeal againſt them, that he purſued 
hem to thoſe places, to which it was obvious his powers did 
not extend, in order to wreak his vengeance on them? Yet 
this. chief of ſinners, who ſeemed to have ſuch diabolical 
pleaſore in fulfilling the luſts of the - mind, not only found 


of Chriſt to priſon ʒ compelled 


mercy in God through Chriſt, but was choſen as the happy 
and highly honoured inſtrument of diſſeminating” the ſweet 


8 fevour of the knowledge of Chriſt, | over a great part of the 
then known world. In what ſublime- and elevated ſtrains 5 


does Paul celebrate the boundleſs grace of the Saviour, on 
both theſe accounts ? * And I thank Chriſt Jeſus out Lord, 
« for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the mi- 
« niſtry ; who was before a blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, ) 
& and 5 injurious ; but I obtained mercy, becauſe I did it ig- 


* norantly in unbelief . This is a faithful ſaying, and wor- 


* thy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 


a Rom, viii, 26, 27s b 2 Chron, x22), 13, CI Tim, i, 12, 73 3 
"> "0 world, 


| ET we now tre, "char Citing opens an afylum for the 
15 e ee mora ity, it Pin; to encourage 
1 ut TE = thoſe very obligations, which bind men toge - 
dba civil pricing and which, when exiſting in their full 
7 ſtrike at the very root of licentioufnefs. Out modern 
_ infidels have not the merit of ingenuity in flating this objec · 
tion: it was: viiginally urged, in all its force, by. Celſus; the 
father of infidels; and che reply made to it by Origen, dif 
| played both good ſenſe and good divinity. It was to th 
eff :: allow; ſays. he, that Chriſtianity opens a ſanctuar 
- very worlt charaQers/ that exiſt among the human | 
rice; but adds theſe very memorable words, while * a 
Jn to receive . em, ii is an 1 Wee, them 
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And, in the firſt place, we may heboe ſee, that: the goſpel is 2 
very different ſcheme from w dat many take it to be. Ta 
underſtand it aright, e mi ſt not only Toy. aide all regard 

to that falſe philoſophy, "which: pretends, to mark out the 
road to Happineſs, indepe endent of diyine revelation, or intro - 
duces ſuch corrupt and unnatural mixtures of human inven⸗ 
tion, with the truths of God's word, as deprive them of their 
higheſt glory but we mult,” upon the ſole authority of he 
great Leid f all, receive the pure una dulterated doctrii 

of the Bible, depending uy upon the influences. of the Holy Spi- 
rit for diveſting our minds of every improper bias. Ptoceed⸗- 
ing in this way, de may arrive at the ſaving knowledge of 

| the truth, as it is in Jeſus;, "whereas, by an oppolite conduct, 
we ſhall unavoidably plunge ourſelves into the depths of 
eternal horror and deſpair. It is then highly proper, from a 
regard to the glory of God, and the ſouls of men, now to 


| found the alarm, and earneſtly to o beg of all thoſe who are 
| inveſted 


ö * 
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An immoral ch: 
|  proadlito humanity; and a difgrae 
the Son of God; but i in a clergyman, who ſtands bound N 
Wh cially to point out to others the way to beaven, it muſt be 
dangerous beyond all poſſibility of conception not only to 
himſelf, but to thoſe over whoſe ſpiritual intereſts he preſides. 
—_ miniſter believes the truths which he is ſuppoſed to 
7 preach to others, his life ought to be a living commentary | 
upon his doctrine. And herein the true dignity of the cleri- 


MT Xa+ 
+ — . 9250 hem 
And to their doctrine. They ought to take heed to themſelves. | 
ater, wherever it is found to exiſt, 1 is a e- 
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ic character, to take . 4 


ace to the glorious: goſpel of 


cal character appears, when 2 miniſter, with a cultivated 5 
underſtanding, and high degrees of profeſſional knowledge, ac- 


| companied with aſſiduity in the diſcharge of profeſſional duties, 


tranſcribes evangelical doctrines into his life, and there exhi- 


bits their holy influence every day. Men, inveſted with the /a- 
cred character, are alſo to take heed to their dofrine ; for falſe 


dvArine i is as really fatal to the: foul, as poiſon i is to the body. 


The Apoſtle, ſpeaking of Hymeneus and Philetus, tells us 
plainly, Their words will eat as doth a canker or gan- 
* grene.© Ne; that i is, a mortification, which having ſeized on | 
Y any member of the body, commonly. makes. the moſt rapid 
and alarming progreſs, till the whole body falls a victim to 
it. Let no man infinuate, that it is highly unchatitable not 
to entertain favourable ſentiments of thoſe who avow a dif- 
belief of the peculiar. dactrinet of the goſpel. It bath been, 
for ſome time paſt, the conſtant practice of men, who were 
keen in their oppoſition to the great doctrines of our holy 
| religion, to lay claim, with a ſolemn. and an affected gravity, 
to that unmeaning thing they call charity, and to repreſent 
this as the whole of religion. To promote their own end, they 
have attached an idea to the word charity, which 1 is no where 


found in the book of God. If we- allow the ſcriptures to 
decide, we ſhall find, that the word which our tranſlators 


9 


render charity, always ſignifies love ; 1 ſay love, cither to God 
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prices? When thisis du 


| deed; we ought to be 


Cas. 
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0 4 N 8 his people: is Gli; 64 148 o/God 
mms Son; che bleſſed Mediator of the new and everlaſting cove: IT 


_ nant, who died fbr them; or love to thoſe whoate the members 


the goſpel. But will the keeveſt advocate for the current ſenſe 
of the word charity, among men of # certain. compleQion;'be 
able to ſhow, that the ſpirit of God, in any one paſſage, calls 
upon us by the uſe of that ward; to entertain favourable ſen- 
67  timents concerning che ſpiritual eſtate of thoſe Who are ei- 
hes grolely heretical in their principles, or immoral in their 
ne, we ſhall make ſome conceſſion 
to them; but we are fully convinted, that this We | 
ſphere of their knowledge, and the Emus of their power. In- 
imat with the love of benevolence 
to them; pitying them, and praying for them j bat not to think, 
much kiſs to lay, that thoſe ure" in the way 46 Mensen, 1 
bo being in dammable herefer, denying the Lor that bought | 
them. The ſpirit of God a its v8) that they bring on dem- 
ſtelxes fais dgiruttun 4. Upon tlie whole; public charaffers | 
in the church oughtt ever to be diftingulhfF fer foutd prinei- 
ples; and exemplary lives. I am decidedly of pid that it 
is the Want of either, or of boch which hes ee en- 
 cecdingly to the progrefs of that infidelity: pers Ibo 
rality, which now threaten to Aae bit lend. # the 
principies of the goſpel obtained an aſecndeney, and their cor- 
reſponding influence marked the tharaCter of public teachers, 
 infidehty would find no fanFzary, and immorality would be 
put to the lad Perhaps 2 heavy accuſation will here be 
brought againſt me. It may be ſaid, chat that theſe things are 
| thrown out, in order to diſturb the peace of the chorch, to 
_ create or to ſpread a fale alarm. 1 will reply, that theſe per- 
ſons are miſtaken for once. - I wiſh ever to hold in the higbl- 
eſt eſlimation, that peace which ſprings from the knowledge 
4: * truth, as it is in ee and whoſe e : 
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| concomitan 


truth, wich | the greateſt ychemence. What then houlc 
become of the reformers, if they had not been. diſpoſed. to de- 


« f 
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cocomitine is. vital FIR | But it it is nly a falſe beer, 
a which is obtaine 
revelation; it is a peace with fin, a peace with Satan, and 
. peace with the world lying i in wickedneſs. Let me rather 2 
liberty, reputation, and even life itſelf, than cultivate a peace 
of this kind | If the Apoſlles of our Lord bad proceeded upon 


d by the facrifice of any important truth c 


—_—_ ME i / 


this fallacious maxim, invented only for the ſupport of the in- 
z tereſts of i Wer they had never been beaten by the coun. 


rift, contrary to, the „ 


| Jeſus + C 


| folemn injunftions which had been given them?. The ado 
ton of this principl 


iple would, alfo have completely ene, 
glotious reformation. The Papiſts were evidently. che 
longer! party; and over- bearing perſons among them, who 
were. equally. hoſtile to reaſon and revelation, attacked. the 


bare 


fend their reſi ious ſentiments ; at all. extremities ? Doubtleſs, 
they would have brought diſgrace : and. ruin on themſelves; for. 
their enemies were not inclined to make the leaft conceſſion. col 


| fo, the reformation moſt have, been cruſhed i a9. the bud; and 
| a ſyſtem of ſpiritual tyranny. being once eſtabliſhed, and gain; 
JP ing firength.. and ſtability by a feeble oppolition, all Europe | 


muſt at this day have been involved in Popiſh darkneſs, and 


the horrid tribunal of the  inquiſition, diſplaying i its trigmphs | 
in thoſe | very regions, where civil and religious liberty now. ” 


reign 8. Theſe are ſome of the ſentiments of Dr. Jortin, who | 


| will not be charged with fanaticiſm, by : any perſons who. are 


not entire ſtrangers to his character. I fo much admire what 
he ſay s upon this ſubject, that 1 ſhall make no apology for. 
tranſcribing the following paragraph. © Concord and peace 


are unqueſtionably valuable bleffings ; 7 but yet not 50 be pur- ; | 


z 


chaſed at the expence of truth and liberty, which are infinite- 5 


ly more eſtimable than a ſordid tranquillity, beneath the yoke 


f Ad, v. . | g Jortio s Life of Eraſas, | 


Jr nts of 


* 


\ E ceived, and ee Pinibans, it 1 HH 8 d 


; Nm: 


1 "Woot the great things of i falvation, Under a pure and an in- 
tellig ible di iſpenſation of the goſpel, argues tremendous in- 


X ſpirit of God, © He who believeth on'the Son hath eternal life, 
in its Beginning 5 or rift principles; and he * that believeth not 


ed in the goſpel, i is Jeſus Chriſt in his adorable perſon as Im- 
mandel, and in his various offices.” But it deſerves deep at- 
. tention, thz at though. faving, faith receives Cbriſt i in the whole 
extent of 115 Mediatorial character; that is, as the great Pro- 


Church; yer if we view it, as it Juftifies a guilty condemnel 
e in the : bght 0 of God, the ſole reg of 1 it je the ſacer· 


* et they 4 pape at t leaſt NG this good, 90 the p 
Lan, liberty, which, "only | ac. 


the golpel, ang a Ch 
eth in, the decifions of Jeſus 24 are not ly | be 
tre from the face of the earth. a 1 
2 U. IE the e pure unadultersteg goſpel be difpenttd byr 

"RF Wirk a public character, then it is doubtleſs 1 che indil. 
penſible duty of the hearers, to receiye the truth i in "the Jore 


of it, that they may be ſayed. To be careleſs ang indifferent 


- fatyation, and high criminality of conduct, For, fays the 


« the Son, 1 not ſee life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
« him 1, 1 7 is expreſſion, the wrath of God abideth on him, 
a inconceivably awful; it conveys the idea of hell in miniaturt, 
We have already hinted, that faving faith is the gift of God; 
but this gift i is conferred o on men, in the diligent 1 uſe of all the 
means of divine appointment. Its principal object, a as diſplay: 


Phet, the eyerlaſting high Prieſt, and the glorious King: 'of the 


1 Jokwſh * 


doti 


1 


dia, office of "OY Chriſt . The aifinetion Haw intro- 
duced. 18. of vaſt importance for preventing confuſion be. 
ideas, when 4 ubject of Wis kind falls under our eon. 
fideration. 5 Au. v4 

34% We may. hand fe the cats E 29 of e 15 
erifice of che Son 1 God, and the infinite freeneſs of di. 
| vine grace,; as it teigns by Jeſus Chriſt, even un to eletnal life; 
in behalf of belicying men, Theſe ideas niight be ſeparitely 


1# kan in id the coliditlon, of od i ; Though the vrord condition be 
Frequently: uſed by pious writers; yet as it is confeſſed to de ambignous, if we 


wiſh to reſcue the jruth from the imputation of ambiguity, the iſe of it ought ; 
to be laid aſide. Among claſß cal writers it bath various ideas attached to it. 


Sdmetimbs it denbtes the impoſition of any thing upon 2 man Againſt his will: 


U 1. 6. 11. Vt conditiones ferret, leges imponeret. Cie. y icli. conditiones necipi+ 

endas eſſe non ferendas reſpoudit, Liv. J. vi. 6.396. © 

| "Sonietimes the word condition denotes a treaty of z gfeemeut, dicks Peep 
of accepted ? Magnopere fe tonfidere demonſtrat; ſi ejus rei fit poteſias fata, 

fore ut æquis copditionibus, ab armis difcedator. Cf. Bell. Ci. l. i. Dicit, poſis 

conditio nibus bellum poni. Sal, Fug. Placet mihi iſta defenſio, æqua enim con- 


ditio, 2quum dertamen Pproponithir. Fit. to Ve re errem, FER erp es aud 


| 2 often ufe' the word im this ſenfe. 1 wit 


erat iniqua, conditio poſtblare, ut Ceſar Arimino . excederet. /Ce/. Bel. Civ. 


— 


At/othet times, the word tonditien is taken in ® jet, of lay ad beg | 


adage in any treaty; the fulfilling of which ratifies the treaty, and entitles,to 
teward; and, on the other hand, when any deficiency appears with regard to the 


performance of the ſtipulation, the treaty is ſuppoſed to be broken, and the per- 


fon chargeable with that deficiency, ſubjected to a penalty: Conditio eſi pa ctio 


ekrtam legem ia ſe contitiens. Don. in Teen. Egit cum Cimone, ut eam ſibi ux- 
otem dartt; id ſt impetraſſet, fe pecuniam ſolutyrum; js eam talem conditionemt 


aſpernaretur, Corn. Nepot. in Cim; Hzc quo facilius certiſque conditionibus 
| fant. Ca. Bell Civ. Li. Ach e cotam, de omnibus conditionibus, diſceptetur, 2d. ib. 


| Metventi ne li pax ſieret, ſpſe per cotiditiones, ad ſopplicium traderetar; Sal. Fug, 


Iz this laſt ſenſe, faith cannot, with the leaſt. propriety, be- repreſented as. the 


condition of our juſtivcation, To admit z ſentiment of this kind, would be info 


many words toſay, that juſtification was the reward of our faith; that we werg 
poſſeſſed of power to perform this condition; ; that in J 5 uftification we had reaſon 
to glory Before God; and that the colaknt of grace was turned into a covenant 


of works. What man is there, who profefles a belief of the revelation vouehſaſed 


to us by God, who onght not to be aſhamed of an attachment to fuch opinions 
m theſe ? Opinions which, if they were true, would render the Bible of no morg 


. uſe to us than the Alkoran of Mahomet. See Mr, Abraham Taylor, on Faith, 
1 12 1 1 . 
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the together. According'to the declaration of che angel, 


le *. Countleſs. multitudes of Jews had, during the long 
ſpace of fifteen hundred years, believed 1 in the promi ſed Me. 4 
/ labs to the faving of their ſouls. | 4 vaſt” acceſſion Was alſo | 
| made. to Abe true church, by. the may thouſands of them, 
who were converted f to Chriſtianity in the apoſtolic age. 
every one of theſe, and / to all the faithful who: lived in 
the world prior to the  introdudtion of the Levirical iden- 
nog, did the merits of, Immanuel s "death extend, But the 
efficacy: of his blood could not be. diminiſhed, much leſs, ex- 
Hauſted. Alt nations were to ſhare in tlie ineſtimable bleſ· 
fings of his purchaſe 3 ; and every creature, h hears' Bis grind 4 
ſed. golpel. map. upon the authority of God, fly to be | 
tain of his blood for waſſiing him ſrom ſin. Jeſus ns the 
true” God, his blood poſſeſfeth all e eee 
which. bis divine nature could give. it. And hence the 
5 Apoſtle John tells us, « The blood: of Jeſus Chriſt his Son 
i eleudſeth from n all ſin.” Here alſo we have. decided 
rs of the infinite freeneſs of divine grace. We behold 
grace, not only originating in the heart of God from everlaſt- 
ing ages, without being influenced by any foreign motive, but 
we ſee that grace actually diſpenſed. to enemies, and even to 
rebelt; who have dared contemptuouſſy to diſpute and deny 
the authority of God i in'the government of the world. 'The 
union of. theſe two ideas, is diſtinctiy marked in that memo- 


Table declaration of God by the prophet Jeremiah: 16 J hare 
«loved thee with an everlaſting love 5 therefore, with loving 


we might ſafely reſt. the doctrine, of free. grace. But to 


make its luſtre appear the more brightly, we cannot help. 
mentioning other two circumſtances 5 the firſt is, that it con · 


tinues to be diſplayed towards thoſe in whom a principle of 


* Lake ii,10, I Ads xxl. 20. a x John &. 5. | n Jer. ies by 
= 0 | | re be 
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mn 13 "nt the otter is thn th redemes in head, 5 of 
4 penned re fire. . ice of their being attended 
with the power of God, enter witk energy ae a 
we thoult behotd'at once the beauty andfirengrh of that ex- 
reffio! CO EI that ſpared mot his 
in Son, But delivered him up to the death for us an; 
1 how ſhalf'he nat, with bim alſo; freely eine us: an things 2 ; 
Abt. If the command mund edee ming F 
to preach. the 'gofpet to alb nations, and | 
creature — — very deplor- 
able ſituation of thoſe w do not enjoy the benefit'of that 
light which the goſpet diffuſeth, whatever other outward 
: advantages they may poſſeſs, and the neceſſit - of uſing every 
mean in our power for their iumination If we gwwe cee 
to the repreſentation of che evangelitk Matthew, we mull - 
allow, that heathens are enveloped in ſuch thick darkneſs, as, 
if not ſpeedily- difpelled, will ſor ever prove fatal to them. 
The paſſage I refer to, is in the fourth chapter of his golpel, | 
where he informs us, that our bleffed Rydeemer, leaving 5 
Nazarcth, came and dwelt in Capernaum, which was on the 
confines' of Zabulon and Naphthalim; aud there employed 
himſelf, as his manner was, in ſpreading tho light of the glo- 
rious goſpel. By . purſuing this line of conduct, the pie. 
| diQtion of Iſaiah was accompliſhed : “ The people who far iu 8 
e darineſt ſaw great light ; and to them who ſat in the re- 15 $21 
gion and. Madew of death, light is ſprung up o. This pre. 
ſents us with a very affecting view of thouſands and millions 
of the human race; but it is no more affecting than true. 
Facts which have lately come to our knowledge, by the cir- 
cumnavigation of the globe, illuſtrate. this . 
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is one. of ae e objects 8.45 ee or Gwe by 


men unenlightened by the goſpel, the practice may be con- 
unued long after men emerge from what, is called the ſlate 
of ſavagiſm. What then ſhould have, become of the nations 


d * e erer of ab Green eee I. who 


had 
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of $ #4 2 ne: + [EE wn it? 3 ws Lag 3 L Fee? 7 7 : + 5 : 


” 4 wn 1nd Athens an ſacrifice mene 


i | 
e he 1 8 4 
eb, 3 S 44 


yt ttisn ly i authenticated fact, that the lownes in their _fangub : 
aary games, endeavoured to make atonement to the gods, by ſhedding the blocd 


| of thoſe whom they had taken in war. sde Dr. Owen's Differtation on Divine 


Jones: read alſo Euie bias Pamphilus, who proves from Porphyry, Philo, Cle« 
mens, Dionyf Hallearn. and Diod. Sie. that the practice of ofering up bumon ſacris 


Fce prevailed ail over the erl. The authors of the Univerſal Hiſtory inform us 


from Plutarch, that in the : reign. of Frajan, 1 who ſucceeded to the imperial throne 


2 in the year of Chriſt 93, two men and two women, natives of Greece and Gaul, 


were, by the advice'df the fybit, buried alive in the forum Joarium, or ox market, 


for che expiation of a certain crime, Univ. Hiſt. ul. 15. And the ſame learned 
 gen\lemen. inform us from Porphyry, upon the authority of Pallas, that the em- 


peror Adriap, whoſe acceſſion to the throne took place about the year of 'our Lord 


iN 17, publiſhed an edict, prof ibĩting all human ſarriſces, which were ſtill offered in 
ſeveral provinces of the empire. However, this execrable cuſtom was afterwards 
_ revived, and obtained in Africa, where children eontinued to be immolated to 


daturn, till the time of the proconſul Tiberius, who cauſed the inhuman prieſts of 
e "ht 


had hates Utils Taba by e HIER eferre 
to, had not the goſpel been presched to them? It was the 
. goſpel, alone, and not vain ph ilofophy, which ſtruck at the 
foundation of this cruel ſuperſtition. L 37 that gofpel they. 
were taught, that the only ſacrifice on "which guilty men 


could reſt, was the facrifice of Jetus Chirift 4 * and that the 
ſpiritual facrifices, acceptable to the deity, were prayer, 


praiſe, and alms-giving, accompanied: with the entire confc- 
cration of the powers both of body and mind to his ſervice. 
And wherever the goſpel was purely preached, and; attended 


with the power of God, theſe happy effects were p. roduced. 


Men now were ſeen caſting their idols of filver, and their 
idols of gold, which they had made, each one for himſelf to 


wor ſhip, to the moles and to the bats, to go into the clifts of | 
the rocks, and into the tops of the rapped rocks, Tas Tear of 


the Lord, and for the glory of his Majeſty . The molt fe- 
rocious characters were ſo completely transformed, that to 
uſe the ſtrong figurative language of the elevated prophet 


| Tfaiah, „“ The wolf dwelt with the lamb, and the leopard lay 


&« down with the kid.” And the ſame cauſes will produce the 


ſame effects at this very day. Let the light of the pure goſ- 
pel be diſſeminated, and the darkneſs of the moſt cruel ſuper- 


ſtition on earth will flee away, juſt as the clouds which had 
covered the horizon, are ſcattered by the genial rays of the 


riſing ſun. This is the only mean, which will be bleſſed for N 


the illumination of the Heathans | The ſcriptures will-be 


PITe , 
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ks U. 20, at. | "q la 11 4. 


| that deity Fa 8 on the trees which formed the grore round His tewple; 


Thoſe who executed the ſentence of the proeonſul were ſtill living in the begin- 
ning of the third century, as appears from Tertullian. And they add, It is evi- 
dent, from the ancient writers, that human ſacrifices were, notwithſtanding 
Adrian's prohibition, immolated to Diana in the neighbourhood of Rome, and 


even in Rome, during the ſolemn myſteries, till the time of Conſtantine, or rather 
of Gratian, who utterly aboliſhed that execrable practice. Un. Hi vol. 15. | 


What a firiking commentary is this barbarous and inhuman conduct of the Ro- 


mans, upon that expreſſion, which the inſpired writer applies to hem, when he 


repreſents them, as without aaa affeftios ! Rom, i. 31. 
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r 10 r Be ar gi ans 300 Fob ar the ragen Nay 
tions. of . antiquity; . 38 ; well as to the, Greeks and Romans? 
Kit 3 by Tertullian #, Aa a reſpedtable © writer 
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7 tuty, that the "goſpel penetrated 3 into tho 
parts cf Britain where the. Roman arms never came; as 
confrquently, where civilization was never introduced! Let 
_ then holy Miſponaries, authorized by the command: 0 Je lug 
 Chriftgin.thetext,and encouraged. by b bis promiſe, Lo 8 am 
* with you always, even-unto the end of the world,” « engage 
a the important undertaking. of preathlig'e the goſpel to rude, 
- -barbarous, and unciviliced nations, Is not ot Jeſus the, gover: ; 
not among the nations? Hach not he the heart of the man, 
moſt deeply immerſed in favagiſmn'1 it his hand, and ean turn 
it Whitherfocver he will, 3 45 eaſily as the rivers of waters run 
in their ordinary. channels ? If Jeſus ſhall go with them, as he 
2 promiſed to do, difficulties, which at Grſt view appear tb be 


Invineible, fhall vaniſh like a ſhadow. Here we may exclaim, 


F ook ni 11. s His words are, le Bricuonie, Romancrina amis ingcorfſa. 
ae in 


- 


Wi 160 a bf ahclets Aa « 1 wart 1 © 
. great mountain? Before this Zerubbabel, thou ſhalt be- . 
e come à plain, and he ſhall bring forth the headſtone win 
= ſhoutings, erying, grace, grace unto. it *.” The united ener: | 
bons of Chriſtians of vari6us denominations; with other fa- 
= -Fourable eircuniſtances in the courſe of providence, ſeem to 
"point out the preſent period, as one of the moſt eligible, for 
_ attempting the illumination of the heathen. Haman ſagacity | 
: and diligence cannot indeed ſecure ſucceſs; ; but in a Chriſ- 25 
tian, taught of God, they may ſuggeſt rational and probable 
means of promoting tlie great object in view, even the diffu- 


ſion of the 1 and inet ** the 2 on mart 
5 benig hte! | 98 
| 444 Wi re aF "is a es Cs ne, two Ala nes. HM 
Krongly: ; both of which, 1 doubt not, will be rendered ſubſervient to the deſign 0 
of God in ſpreading the goſpel.” The firſt relates to the iſlands in the Pacific 
Ocean, which have of late been diſcorered by European Navigators, and partieu- 
larly by Captain Cook. "Theſe" iſlands have been generally found to lie in 
 hiſtres, or groups. This obſervation applies to the Society Nes, the Friendly Wes, _ 
| the Sandwich Iſles, and many more. Now, when the goſpel- is ſent to one of * 
theſe iſlands, whoſe vicinity to many others is completely aſtertained, how tea | 
fonable to think that che deſign of God is to viſit the whole group! The com- 
munication being open, Ivy EO in each ol mats e wy bans tas 
come acceſſible. © E | 
The c- incidence of the Mer that prevails in theſe Uiſferene iſles, is an- 
other very important circumſtance ; and may, by the wiſdom and power of God, 
exceedingly ſubſerre the progreſs of the goſpel. ' The information upon this 
bead ſhalll be taken from the writer of Captain Cook's life. His words are to 
| this eſſect,“ It was known in general, that the Aſiatie nation, called Malayans; 
| foſſeſſed in former times, much the gfeateſt trade in the Indies; and' that they - 
frequented with their merchant ſhips, not only all the coaſts-of Aſia, but ven · 
| tured over even to the edaſts of Africa, and particularly to the great iſland of * 
Madagaſcar. But that from Madagaſcar to the Marqueſas and Eaſter Nand + 
that is, nearly from the Eaſt ſide of Africa, till we approach towards the Weſt 
fide of America, à ſpace inc ding above half the circumferevice of the globe, 
the ſeme nation of the oriental world, ſhould have made their ſettlements, and 
founded colonies throughout almoſt every intermediate ſtage of this Mmenſe tract, 
NY 3 at e ms bee the mother FONG” and the natives of 
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0 . we ey 13 fee, that 10 the ade 
und proſecution of the great design of illuminating. the hes- 
then with the knowledge of the Son of God, nothing is of 
- \greater-conſequence; an unien of Hort among the friends 


1 which were j 
Captain Cob 8 voyages copld be but impetfe Aly known. | Ho it is who hath 


TELL 


of the goſpel. © No man can ſay, how great fiiccels, iby the 


wy ble fing of God, may attend well concerted ſchemes, purſued 
1 with wages Jarmany and Owns" At any. Fakes the 


; 13 i895 2 6 q.1 "af 45 
narant of each 8 griſtenee, is an hiſtorical fat, that befor 


diſcovered a vaſt number of new ſpots of land, lurking in'the boſom of the Pa- 


| cific Ocean, all this inhabitants ef which, diſplay firiking evidences of their hav- 


| ipg derived their deſecnt from one commen ſtatic original 
rent only from a ſimilarity of cuſtoms and inſtitutions, but i is eſtabliſhed by a 


proof, which conveys enen conriftion . mind; and that 3 a6 1% 
<= 8 lunge. : 


Nor is this appe- 


There 8 a mil of the earth, ces «hich new 8 has 
deen derived from che voyages of our Britiſh Navigators. That the Eſquimaus, 


ho had only hitherto been found ſeated on the coaſts of Labradotg and Hudſon's 


Bay, agreed with the. Greenlanders in every circumſtance. of cuſtoms, 1 manneis, and 
language, which could demonſtrate an original ideptity ef nation, had already 


4 been afcertaineg. But that the ſame tribe now actually inhabit the iſlands 


 pnd+-coaſts on the } Welk fide of North America, oppoſite. Kamtſchatks 


Vas a \ diſcovery, the; completion of which was reſerved for Captain Cook, 


In. his narrative, it will de ſeen, that theſe people haye extended their 
migrations to Norton Sound, Oonalaſhka, and Prince Wilijam's Soypd; that 
is, to- nearly the- diſtance of Fiftcen Hundred Leagues from their ſtations in . 
Greenlapd; and the coaſt of Labradore.. Nor does this curious fat reſt merch 
on the evidence arifing from the ſimilitude of manners; it ſtands alſo confirmed 
by a table of words, exhibiting ſuch. an affinity of language, as will remove every 
doubt . * mind of the moſt e OW” " fr A s1 ie of Coptaig | 
. to add, FO the nah of Dr. Thanherg . of he preſent leans 
ed Profeſſors in the Univeiſity of Upſal in Sweden) into the Iſland of Java,“ That 
the Malayan language, isa dialed of the Arabic, and is written, io Arabic cha» · 
_ Falters, Into this language, the Bible is tranſlated. The language itſelf is caly | 
0 learn, ſimple, artleſs, and pleaſing to the ear. A man may travel through 
moſt oriental countries with the knowledge of the Malay language, juſt as aa 
European may travel with the French language through moſt European Coun- 
tries. Let therefore young men, who ungertake to go in the character of 
Miſovaries to theſe parts, fuſt wake themſelves Maſters of the Hebrew and they 
of the Arabic language; after which, the Kon kilge of the * language, 
Mill be an n caſy * 

bs friend 


i 1 fe. e 
a of Jeſus, by . mutual bn with = "Y 
great meaſure, diſarm their adverſaries, and turn the preju- 


dice in their favour The defign of xeſcuing thouſands and 1 
millions of the ee race from ignorance ant miſery, muſt — 
be allowed to be one of the grandeſt and moſt magruſcent 
conceptions that ever entered the human mind. Though ſuck = 5 14 
a defign, contrary to all preſent appearances, ſhould fail of F 
| ſucceſs, there is every reaſon to think, that it will meet with . 
che divine approbation. That ſame Lord, whoſe intereſts are 
ſo dear to real Chriſtians, will ſay to every one of them, ani: 
mated with a holy zeal for the advancement of 1 ee. 
dom, as he did to David, who conceived the defign of building 
I temple to him, but was prevented from the execution of that 
deſign: ( Thau didſt well, that it was in thine. heart to is mM 
* a temple unto me.” Come forward then, all ye friends + 
and loyers of Jeſus, to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty 
Come forward with your prayers for the extenſion of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, to the utmoſt parts of the habitable 
globe! Come forward, with Jour. pecuniary aid. Tou know 1 
not but the little money you ng give, though it ſhould bos 
only like the widow's mite, may, by the bleſſing of God, „ 
to the converſion of ſome ſinner; and that converted ſinner 
may be happily inſtrumental in turning many others unto the 
Lord; and what a great acceſſion theſe believers may bring, 
through grace, to the ſpiritual kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, na 
man can tell! Now, in the heavenly world, what an un- 
known ſource of joy will this open to the Chriſtian who firſt , 
lent his money to the Lord He ſees one ſinner converted hy 
the uſe which the Lord hath made of his money; and this is 
a ſight which will give him more ſatisfaction than ten thous N 
ſand worlds; but the j joy riſes fax beyond all preſent concep-, 
tion, when he beholds God ſo. connecting things in the ge 

plan of providence, that this ſingle converſion has given occa= 

ſion perhaps to the converfion of an innumerable. multitude, 


Put the lutjeck h here ſwells ſo much beyond our preſent « com- 
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E Page 20. l. 10, ho perſdtlions, e rea | perfe&tion. r 6 
| I, place the reference-to'the note before the point; in L + 4 
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